To: The Residents of Haines Junction & Village Council Members
From: Rhonda Peak & Christopher Robinson (Owners of The Village Bakery)

To our neighbors,
Upon purchasing the Bakery we were unaware that there had been issues in the past with noise
complaints-or issues with certain genres of music. Both of us want to do our best in continuing with the
traditions of this local business which were already deeply rooted.
We have continually tried our best to have the music off by 9-10pm each weekend, which we felt was a
reasonable time. We do recognize that some shows have ran past 9pm due to the excitement of the
crowd fueling whoever was playing at the time. We also want to make it clear that one time this year
the music ran later than 10pm and was never intended to run past that time.
It is our hope that we can find a happy medium between our neighbors and our live music events. We
do not discriminate on who or what type of genres would like to have a performance at the bakery, as
we feel that diversity is very important for tourism, our bakery and the Village. Supporting the local
music scene, bringing in people from all walks of life, and providing great food/service to the ‘Junction is
our overall goal. We are very open to toning down the volume a bit for our more enthusiastic
performers and ending our events at whatever time the Council/Village decides is an acceptable cut off
time for the weekends. We only ask that our neighbors in turn, be open to music of all styles. We have
had quite a bit of positive feedback from our visitors and the bands coming through are extremely
grateful for the opportunities to play.
We think that the noise ordinance put forth for discussion is reasonable and that the bakery would be
able to follow the guidelines. The decibel level was checked with Major Funk and measured at 85 across
the street, which we think is reasonable, with the understanding that occasionally the level may spike
for short periods of time. Also, this ordinance is not specific to the bakery, but affects all of Haines
Junction and any events that may occur in the future.
We are grateful to all of those in the community who have expressed their concerns and support alike,
as this gives us a better idea of how we can serve everyone as a whole and help us find the right way to
“harmonize” our future vision of the bakery with that of the people living around us.

Thank you for your time,
Rhonda & Chris

Mayor & Council
Village of Haines Junction
August 18, 2021

We would like to comment on the Proposed Noise Bylaw.
We own and live on the same block as The Village Bakery, four residential houses East.
The concept of a Noise Bylaw that can be enforced is attractive to us. We are not concerned
about the noise from The Bakery music nights as our home is a distance away. However, we
have concerns that the new bylaw, governed by zoning classifications, will fail to meet
requirements of this predominately residential area.
The allowable continuous noise in a Residential Zone, as per the chart provided by the VHJ,
would be 70 decibels (7:00 a.m. 9:00 p.m. any day). In the Commercial Zone, it would be
90-100 decibels (7:00 a.m. 10:00 p.m. Fridays/Saturdays). Your information states that any
noise above 85 decibels are harmful. Noises in the 70-100 decibel range include shouting and
boom boxes.
-

-

Allowing noise at these levels would not accomplish anything in noise reduction. It may, in
fact, accomplish the opposite. We currently have a Noise Bylaw issue not related to The
Bakery. This issue would not be properly addressed in this residential setting with the
Commercial Zoning 90-1 00 decibel thresholds.
We encourage Council to adopt Residential Zoning thresholds in this predominately residential
area as 70-1 00 decibels is excessive. The inclusion of the language you quoted from the
Yukon Noise Prevention Act on page 4 of your Aug. 12, 2021 memorandum which address
amplification devices, fighting, screaming, swearing, etc,. would also be helpful in reducing
noise related problems.
Sincerely,

Rich and Charlotte Clark

RECEIVED
ADS 25 2021
Viltage of
Haines Junction

August 25, 2021
Mayor & Council
Village of Haines Junction

RECEIVED
AUG 25 2021
Village of

Re: Noise Bylaw

Haines Junction

Please include this written submission in the Noise Bylaw Review.
I have attached the letter of August 9, 2021 to Council from Daniel Sharpe, Marion Wakefield,
Valerie Drummond and myself which outlines our complaint.
Yesterday we (Daniel, Valerie and myself) met for the third time with The Bakery owners. This
meeting was with Rhonda Peak. This was an effort on our part to see if there was common
ground to solve this issue. We discussed stop times and maximum decibel levels. We were
close on agreement of stop time but not so near on dB levels.
Zoning Classifications/Decibel Levels
Myself and others believe that for The Bakery to hold rock concerts and other outdoor seasonal
music performances then they should have a zoning variance to permit what does not appear
to us to be an allowed use under Tourist Commercial zoning. This might present an opportunity
to settle this dispute through the issuance of a variance permit with conditions. Does the Village
agree that a zoning variance is required for the Bakery to continue these performances in 2022?
Please let me know the Village position on this and that if yes, we would be pleased to
participate in the process if invited.
All of my properties for 35 years have conformed to various commercial/residential zoning
standards; including running Cabin Crafts Gift Shop, Paddle/Wheel Adventures and Carnivore
Cabins and residing here. In 2005 I changed all properties to Commercial Mixed zoning. This
completely flexible zoning allows for 100% residential through to 100% commercial. The VHJ
authorized this trend in 2005 when they allowed the rezoning of lots 1-4, Block 7 to Commercial
Mixed. This allowed that property to be sold and a residence subsequently built with no
business stipulation. My point is, the VHJ allowed and continues to allow zoning changes to
accommodate residential development in this area. The fact is that this area is predominately
residential. The Bakery is surrounded by residences, many built as residential homes more than
a decade before The Bakery was built.
One exception is Carnivore Cabins I built in 2000 which includes a mother-in-law suite (a
residence) which currently is occupied by my mother-in-law, An in-law suite is an approved use
in Commercial Mixed Zoning.
In the proposed Noise bylaw package, it is suggested by CAO Rodin with reference to Table 2
that decibel levels be set for this area at Commercial Levels (90-100 dB -Friday/Saturday). This

in an area of predominantly residential homes. Note that dB levels above 85 are rated as
harmful to humans. In my google search I could find no other table suggesting maximum dB
levels above the harmful 85dB level and certainly none at lOOdEs in Commercial or Residential
zoning.
Such allowed high decibel levels would accomplish nothing and perhaps even encourage some
persons to take matters into their own hands and legally make noise to the ear splitting 100dB
level thereby legally creating more noise.
Table 2 provided is not realistic when compared to other jurisdictions. Attached are copies of
the dB tables I found in the Noise Bylaws of Edmonton, Anchorage, Skagway, Victoria and the
Toronto Music Advisory Council. None of these community dB levels approach the dB levels
indicated on Table 2 and none of the allowable UB levels exceed 85 dB.
In particular I would like to draw your attention to Skagway’s bylaw and dB levels. Skagway is
similar in size to Haines Junction with just over 1000 population and is a very near neighbour.
The dB levels allowed in Skagway in residential and commercial zones are reasonable. It would
be an appropriate model to follow.
Respectfully,

Dan Drummond

Attach; Letter of Aug 9, 2021
Noise Bylaws Skagway, Edmonton, Victoria,

i1 i’.. c

August 09/21
To: Mayor & Council
We would like to take this opportunity to better express our complaint of noise at The Village
Bakery than was outlined by CAD Dan Rodin.
Forover 30 years there have been music nights at The Village Bakery. For many years the
music was acoustic type/coffee house music. Dan & Valerie Drummond lived and ran Carnivore
Cabins through those years with no complaints of too much noise.
At one point in recent years the music was paid for by YTG, Dept. of Tourism, On Yukon Time
program. In 201$ the previous owners of the bakery hosted a number of very loud amplified
performances. Dan Drummond intervened in May 201$ as the loud music on occasion went
well into the night, up to 1:00am. The Village Bakery owner in 2018 was not receptive to this
complaint. The owner did, however, respond after the involvement of YTG Tourism who were
paying for the performers. For a time, the music ended around 9:00pm and was toned down
somewhat.
Ownership of The Village Bakery changed one year ago and in 2021 the number of events
doubled from 15 to 30. The majority of these performers are of the acoustic/coffeehouse
variety and of no concern to us if ending at 9:00pm.
The concern again was the loud amplified music and that the 9:00pm shut off was not being
adhered to. On July 23rd the rock band Speed Control played at extreme volume until
10:00pm. The next night the rock band Garbageman played past 9:00pm. Interestingly,
Garbageman played acoustic for the first half of their set and then amplified. The first half was
of no concern but the second half was too loud.
Daniel Sharpe, his wife and two 6 months old twin infants now live in the house facing The
Village Bakery deck. Daniel’s sons have ongoing health issues that require constant vigilance.
When the music is too loud, they must close all the windows creating a close environment not
conducive to sleep or returning to sleep once awoken. This house for many years belonged to
Joanne Graham. A great neighbour, Joanne was hearing impaired and therefore not disturbed
by loud noise.
The Drummond’s rental cabins, Carnivore Cabins, also face the Village Bakery. The cabin
rentals are just now recovering from three troubled years. Through the summer of 2018 the
entire area was excavated for the water and sewer replacement. The past two years due to
COVID the rentals were greatly diminished. Cabin rentals were lost prior to the Drummond’s
intervention with YTG Tourism in 2018 when the previous owner was not willing to stop the
loud music at a given time. The 9:00pm shut off is essential for the cabins as the guests can be
assured when the music will end.
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intended primarily for nonemergency or authorized signaling
purposes from any place in such a manner as to create a noise
disturbance across a residential real property boundary.
No person shall use or fire explosives, firearms or similar devices
that create impulsive sound so as to create a noise disturbance
across a real property boundary or on a public right-of-way except:

7.

a.

as otherwise permitted by the terms of a permit issued to the
owner or operator pursuant to section 9.03.030;

b.

or firearms lawfully discharged at the local shooting range or
outside the restricted zone for discharging firearms.

$.

No person shall load, unload, open, close or
boxes, crates, containers, building materiats,
similar objects between the hours of 10:00 p.m.
following day in such a manner as to cause a
across a residential real property boundary.

9.

No person shall repair, rebuild, modify, idle, run, accelerate or test
any motor vehicle or any auxiliary equipment attached to such
vehicle in such a manner as to cause a noise disturbance across
any residential real property boundary.

10.

No person shall operate or cause to be operated on private property
any source of sound in such a manner as to create a sound level
that exceeds the limit set forth for the receMng land use category in
table I when measured at or within the property boundary of the
receiving land for any period of more than two consecutive minutes.
This provision does not apply to the unamplified human voice and
activities covered in section 9,03.020 (B)(2) pertaining to
construction, 9.03.020 fB)f 3) pertaining to power tools, 9.03.020
fB)(6) pertaining to stationary emergency signaling devices, 9.01.010
(B)(7) pertaining to explosives, firearms and similar devices.

otherwise handle
garbage cans or
and 7:00 am. the
noise disturbance
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-.

--
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centimetres from the exhaust outlet, while the engine is at
idle; or
(b)

DAYTIME DECIBEL

LIMIT

19

-

RESIDENTIAL

emitting any sound exceeding 96 db(a), as measured at 50
centimetres from the exhaust outlet, while the engine is at
any speed greater than idle.

(1) A person shall not cause or permit any sound exceeding’65 dB(A),
as measured at the property line of a property zoned for residential
use, between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.
(2) A person shall not cause or permit property they own or occupy to
be used so that any sound coming from the property exceeds 65
dB(A), as measured at the property line of a property zoned for
residential use, between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.

%1,?/

(3) This section does not apply to sounds up to:

td

OVERNIGHT
DECIBEL LEVEL
RESIDENTIAL

20
-

(a)

70 dB(A) lasting a total period of time not exceeding two
hours in any one day;

(b)

75 dB(A) lasting a total period of time not exceeding one
hour in any one day;

(c)

80 dB(A) lasting a total period of time not exceeding 30
minutes in any one day; or

(d)

85 dB(A) lasting a total period of time not exceeding 15
minutes in any one day.

(1) A person shall not cause or permit any sound exceeding 50 dB(A),
as measured at the property line of a property zoned for use as
residential, before 7 a.m. or after 10 pm.
(2) A person shall not cause or permit property they own or occupy to
be used so that any sound coming from the property exceeds 50
dB(A), as measured at the property line of a property zoned for use
as residential, before 7 a.m. or after 10 p.m.

DAYTIME DECIBEL
LIMIT NON
RESIDENTIAL
-

21

(I) A person shall not cause or permit any sound exceeding 75 dB(A),
as measured at the property line of a property zoned for use other
than residential, between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.
(2) A person shall not cause or permit property they own or occupy to
be used so that any sound coming from the property exceeds 75
dB(A), as measured at the property line of a property zoned for use
other than residential between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.

Sound
Level dB(A)
60
50
70
60
80

Time

7:0OAM—10:OOPM
10:OOPM--7:OOAM

7:00 AM—10:00 PM
10:00 PM-- 7:00 AM

At all times

Affected
Property

Residential

Commercial

Industrial

Table 1. Allowable Noise Levels

Allowable noise levels are different for
different land uses. For example, a
residential property has a much lower
allowable noise level than an industrial
property. Table I shows the allowable
noise levels in A-scale decibels (dB(A))
for different land uses in Anchorage.

Cities are noisy places to live, and
Anchorage is no exception. Road
construction, public events, transportation
and community gatherings are all
necessary or desired events that generate
noise. The Anchorage Noise Ordinance,
AMC 15.70, regulates noise events and
unnecessary or annoying noise sources.

Noise In Anchorage

Motor vehicle racing
events

Snow removal

•

•

Public events

Explosives

•
•

Construction

•

Noise Permits
Certain activities are eligible for noise
permits. A noise permit can allow a
temporary increase in allowable noise
levels or allow an event to occur at a time
that it normally would not be allowed.
Only certain events are eligible for noise
permits. Those events are:

Sometimes the ambient sound level in an
area may be above the allowable noise
limit shown on Table 1. In this case, a
noise source in question that is more than
3 UB(A) above the ambient noise in a
given area may be in violation of the
Anchorage Noise Ordinance. Ambient
sound (sometimes called background
Sound) is the constant sound in a given
neighborhood. This may include traffic
noise, the hum of a power line or even a
babbling brook.

Permit Conditions
A noise permit will state the conditions
that the event must comply with in order
for the permit to remain valid. Typically
these conditions will include a time
frame, the allowable sound level, and
acts that may invalidate the permit.

Hardships created by either issuing or
not issuing the noise permit are
considered during the application
process. It may be determined that a
permit cannot be issued or one may be
issued with special conditions.

Table 2 provides some typical noise
levels to help you compare and
determine whether you need a permit. If
you are unsure whether you need or are
eligible for a noise permit, contact the
Environmental Services Division by
calling (907) 343-4200.

Applying for a Noise Permit
If you are responsible for an event that is
eligible for a permit and will generate
noise, you may need a noise permit. If
you expect that your event will produce a
sound level above those shown in Table
1, you will need a noise permit.

August 09/21
To: Mayor & Council
We would like to take this opportunity to better express our complaint of noise at The Village
Bakery than was outlined by CAO Dan Rodin.
For over 30 years there have been music nights at The Village Bakery. For many years the
music was acoustic type/coffee house music. Dan & Valerie Drummond lived and ran Carnivore
Cabins through those years with no complaints of too much noise.
At one point in recent years the music was paid for by YTG, Dept. of Tourism, On Yukon Time
program. In 2018 the previous owners of the bakery hosted a number of very loud amplified
performances. Dan Drummond intervened in May 2018 as the loud music on occasion went
well into the night, up to 1:00am. The Village Bakery owner in 2018 was not receptive to this
complaint. The owner did, however, respond after the involvement of YTG Tourism who were
paying for the performers. For a time, the music ended around 9:00pm and was toned down
somewhat.
Ownership of The Village Bakery changed one year ago and in 2021 the number of events
doubled from 15 to 30. The majority of these performers are of the acoustic/coffeehouse
variety and of no concern to us if ending at 9:00pm.
The concern again was the loud amplified music and that the 9:00pm shut off was not being
adhered to. On July 23rd the rock band Speed Control played at extreme volume until
10:00pm. The next night the rock band Garbageman played past 9:00pm. Interestingly,
Garbageman played acoustic for the first half of their set and then amplified. The first half was
of no concern but the second half was too loud.
Daniel Sharpe, his wife and two 6 months old twin infants now live in the house facing The
Village Bakery deck. Daniel’s sons have ongoing health issues that require constant vigilance.
When the music is too loud, they must close all the windows creating a close environment not
conducive to sleep or returning to sleep once awoken. This house for many years belonged to
Joanne Graham. A great neighbour, Joanne was hearing impaired and therefore not disturbed
by loud noise.
The Drummond’s rental cabins, Carnivore Cabins, also face the Village Bakery. The cabin
rentals are just now recovering from three troubled years. Through the summer of 2018 the
entire area was excavated for the water and sewer replacement. The past two years due to
COVID the rentals were greatly diminished. Cabin rentals were lost prior to the Drummond’s
intervention with YTG Tourism in 2018 when the previous owner was not willing to stop the
loud music at a given time. The 9:00pm shut off is essential for the cabins as the guests can be
assured when the music will end.

t.

Marion Wakefield lives in the apartment facing the Village Bakery as well. Marion has hearing
ggth
aids and retires early. The loud music disturbs her. This was the case on July 23, her
birthday, when the rock band Speed Control, blasted rock music until 10:00pm. This was after
contact with the Bakery by Dan Drummond earlier that evening. He was told the performance
would end at 9:00pm. Two cabin renters at Carnivore Cabins complained to Valerie Drummond
about the loud rock music to 10pm as well.
We have intervened by meeting twice with the Bakery owners and once with Dan Rodin, CAO,
and once by phoning the RCMP. The call to the RCMP was precipitated as CAO Rodin was
unable to provide a Peace Officer to enforce the VHJ Noise Bylaw and suggested the RCMP.
Having said all this, we would like to stress that we support The Village Bakery Music Series with
the following conditions:
1) The music stops at 9:00pm
2) Acoustic music only
The venue at the Bakery is very small. Clearly acoustic performances are acceptable because
many of the performances are acoustic. The need for loud amplified music is not demonstrated
and is a concern for the rest, quiet and enjoyment of the nearby homes and business,
We would appreciate it if we were kept informed and invited to participate in the redrafting of
the VHJ Noise Bylaw.

Respectfully,

Daniel Sharpe

Marion Wakefield

Valerie Drummond

Dan Drummond
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intended primarily for nonemergency or authorized signaling
purposes from any place in such a manner as to create a noise
disturbance across a residential real property boundary.
No person shall use or fire explosives, firearms or similar devices
that create impulsIve sound so as to create a noise disturbance
across a real property boundary or on a public right-of-way except:

7.

a.

as otherwise permitted by the terms of a permit issued to the
owner or operator pursuant to section 9.03.030;

b.

or firearms lawfully discharged at the local shooting range or
outside the restricted zone for discharging firearms.
otherwise handle
garbage cans or
and 7:00 am. the
noise disturbance

8.

No person shall load, unload, open, close or
boxes, crates, containers, building materials,
similar objects between the hours of 10:00 p.m.
following day in such a manner as to cause a
across a residential real property boundary.

9.

No person shall repair, rebuild, modify, idle, run, accelerate or test
any motor vehicle or any auxiliary equipment attached to such
vehicle in such a manner as to cause a notse disturbance across
any residential real property boundary.

10.

No person shall operate or cause to be operated on private property
any source of sound in such a manner as to create a sound level
that exceeds the limit set forth for the receMng land use category in

table I when measured at or within the property boundary of the
receiving land for any period of more than two consecutive minutes.
This provision does not apply to the unamplified human voice and
activities covered in section 9.03.020 (B)(2) pertaining to
construction, 9.03.020 fB)(3) pertaining to power tools, 9.03.020
(B)(6) pertaining to stationary emergency signaling devices, 9.01 .010
(B)(7) pertaining to explosives, firearms and similar devices.
TABLE 1. SOUND LEVEL BY RECEIVING LAND USE
ReceM nft Land Use

ThTIe

Cateiorv
7:00 a.m.

.

Residential area

10:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m. 7:00 a.m.
-

-

7:00 a.m. 10:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m. —7:00 a.m.
—

Commercial area
Industrial area

—.r————-- .—‘i

At all times
—

•_._

Sound Level
Limit dBfA)
70

60
80
70
80
—

—
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centimetres from the exhaust outlet, while the engine is at
(b)

DAYTIME DECIBEL
LIMIT
RESIDENTIAL

19

—

emitting any sound exceeding 96 db(a), as measured at 50
centimetres from the exhaust outlet, while the engine is at
any speed greater than idle.

(1) A person shall not cause or permit any sound exceeding 65 dB(A),
as measured at the property line of a property zoned for residential
use, between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.
(2) A person shall not cause or permit property they own or occupy to

be used so that any sound coming from the property exceeds 65
dB(A), as measured at the property line of a property zoned for
residential use, between 7 am. and 10 p.m.
(3) This section does not apply to sounds up to:

%44 td’

.

OVERNIGHT
DECIBEL LEVEL

20
—

RESIDENTIAL

(a)

70 dB(A) lasting a total penod of time not exceeding two
hours in any one day;

(b)

75 dB(A) lasting a total period of time not exceeding one
hour in any one day;

(c)

80 dB(A) lasting a total period of time not exceeding 30
minutes in any one day; or

(d)

85 dB(A) lasting a total period of time not exceeding 15
minutes in any one day.

(1) A person shall not cause or permit any sound exceeding 50 dB(A),
as measured at the property line of a property zoned for use as
residential, before 7 a.m. or after 10 p.m.
(2) A person shall not cause or permit property they own or occupy to
be used so that any sound coming from the property exceeds 50
dB(A), as measured at the property line of a property zoned for use
as residential, before 7 a.m. or after 10 p.m.

DAYTIME DECIBEL
LIMIT NONRESIDENTIAL
-

21

(1) A person shall not cause or permit any sound exceeding 75 dB(A),
as measured at the property line of a property zoned for use other
than residential, between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.
(2) A person shall not cause or permit property they own or occupy to
be used so that any sound coming from the property exceeds 75
dB(A), as measured at the property line of a property zoned for use
other than residential between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.

/
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Schedule B
Summary of Districts’ Permitted Noise Levels
QUIET

NOISE

RECEIVER DISTRiCT
INTERHARBOUR
INTER
MEDIATE
MED1ATE
Day Night Day Night

ACTIVITY
Day

Nig

50

60

60

60

55

65

65

55

60

55

65

65

60

67.5

60

70

70

Day

Night

QUIET

55

45

55

50

55

INTER
MEDIATE

60

50

60

55

60

50

60

60

55

65

SOURCE
HARBOUR
DISTRICT INTERMEDIATE
ACTIVITY

Table 1: Equivalent Sound Level (Leq) Umits (expressed in dBA) for sound or noise created
and received in the “Quier, “Intermediate” and “Activity” Noise Districts

Bylaw current to February 1, 2015. To obtain latest amendments, W any, contact Legislative Services at 250-361.0571.

Sound
Level dB(A)
60
50
70
60
80

Time

7:00 AM—10:00 PM
10:OOPM—7:OOAM

7:00 AM—10:00 PM
10:OOPM—7:OOAM

At all times

Affected
Property

Residential

Commercial

Industrial

Table 1. Allowable Noise Levels

Allowable noise levels are different for
different land uses. For example, a
residential property has a much lower
allowable noise level than an industrial
property. Table 1 shows the allowable
noise levels in A-scale decibels (dB(A))
for different land uses in Anchorage.

Cities are noisy places to live, and
Anchorage is no exception. Road
construction, public events, transportation
and community gatherings are all
necessary or desired events that generate
noise. The Anchorage Noise Ordinance,
AMC 15.70, regulates noise events and
unnecessary or annoying noise sources.

Noise in Anchorage

Motor vehicle racing
events

Snow removal

•
•

Public events

Explosives

•
•

Construction

•

Only certain events are eligible for noise
permits. Those events are:

Noise Permits
Certain activities are eligible for noise
permits. A noise permit can allow a
temporary increase in allowable noise
levels or allow an event to occur at a time
that it normally would not be allowed.

Sometimes the ambient sound level in an
area may be above the allowable noise
limit shown on Table 1. In this case, a
noise source in question that is more than
3 dB(A) above the ambient noise in a
given area may be in violation of the
Anchorage Noise Ordinance. Ambient
sound (sometimes called background
sound) is the constant sound in a given
neighborhood. This may include traffic
noise, the hum of a power line or even a
babbling brook.

Permit Conditions
A noise permit will state the conditions
that the event must comply with in order
for the permit to remain valid. Typically
these conditions will include a time
frame, the allowable sound level, and
acts that may invalidate the permit.

Hardships created by either issuing or
not issuing the noise permit are
considered during the application
process. It may be determined that a
permit cannot be issued or one may be
issued with special conditions.

Table 2 provides some typical noise
levels to help you compare and
determine whether you need a permit. If
you are unsure whether you need or are
eligible for a noise permit, contact the
Environmental Services Division by
calling (907) 343-4200.

Applying for a Noise Permit
If you are responsible for an event that is
eligible for a permit and will generate
noise, you may need a noise permit. If
you expect that your event will produce
sound level above those shown in Table
1, you will need a noise permit.

CAO.haiensjunction.ca
August 25th, 2021
Dear Council:
I am voicing my concern about noise in Haines Junction. I live just off of Willow Acres Road. I
have two concerns, as follows;
Dogs barking non-stop at night in the neighbourhood. People should be more responsible and
considerate of their neighbours in the evening and at night with respect to their dogs barking.
Secondly, ATVs and snowmobiles going back and forth, up and down the pathway on Willow
Acres. A new development, with new houses are currently being built along the road with a
small buffer of trees (Spruce St.). My husband and I invested in one of the lots and are currently
constructing a house. We are also living in a rental next door to our lot. During the evenings,
atv’s and in winter, snowmobiles driving repeatedly up and down creating a lot of noise. Some
awareness is needed to mitigate this.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Kate Moylan and George Van Sickle

From: Michael Schmidt <mschmidt.gps@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 5:52:49 AM
To: Haines Junction CAO <cao@hainesjunction.ca>
Subject: Noise Bylaw
Hi Dan

Please find enclosed my comments on a new noise bylaw.
It is my impression that true due diligence has not been carried out (as you will see). This comment does not reflect on
yourself, your staff, and others. What does appear to be the case is that this is in direct response to one complaint only
that it is rushed, and contains serious problems (no data on current dB level, etc.)
Please use as you see fit but please slow down and use caution. There are other issues that must be addressed at this
time and which are not discussed in your summary.
As I state in the attached the first step, wrt bakery, must be a facilitated meeting between the Bakery and the
complainant.(s) .The Bakery will close in about 3‐4 weeks. The meeting must take place before they shut down for the
season and while they are in town.
None of the season ending acts are “rock”; let’s use this time to resolve this issue now. To but my mouth where my
words are, that while I am not a professional mediator, I do have work experience in this area and am willing to give it a
try. Otherwise can recommend Lyn Hartley (https://lynhartley.com).
We are in the Maritimes, flying home tomorrow. With the time difference can’t make the meeting tonight.
Hope the meeting goes well
cheers
M.
Michael Schmidt, FRCGS
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Noise Bylaw Discussion
(Provided respectfully to help provide input to the current discussion)
A solid and clear noise Haines Junction bylaw is essential. It has to reflect Yukon Government
and Territorial standards (Yukon Noise Prevention Act) and be in line with other Yukon
communities, leveraging their expertise and standards.
The issue raised here is the level of noise and the timing of noise emanating from the Village
Bakery. The issue is NOT the type of music – let us be clear on that. Rock music can be played
on acoustic instruments; “acoustic” music can be played on non-acoustic instruments. Both
types of music can be delivered and usually are, by amplified means.
The effect of road upheaval (water / sewage upgrades) and Covid restrictions on businesses,
while very unfortunate, are not factors in this noise complaint – they are totally irrelevant and
should not be used as way to prop up the apparent effects of music from the Bakery on
businesses and residents. Let us also be clear on that too!
Measuring the decibels of any noise complaint must consider the distance from the noise
source, actual measurement of noise (peaks and troughs), meeting national standards, and that
these are made by individual(s) trained to take the measurement and provide data that is of
reliable use. For example, a single, short spike in decibel level should NOT constitute a breach
(for example). I do not see any such data provided.
It is therefore essential that the new bylaw specifies:
1) How far from the noise source the reading should be taken;
2) How many readings over what time interval be taken;
3) How an effective and average reading will be determined;
4) Required training and certification for those people taking readings;
5) Required documentation;
Simply stating a level of 80 Decibels (or other) is totally inadequate and irresponsible. As a
cautionary note the table of example decibels provided has to be used with great care and is
perhaps even misleading (there is no reference for this table provided amongst other things).
Supporting information (current noise levels (in decibels) and data are needed.

Zoning:
As far as can be determined from the map provided, the Village Bakery is within “Tourist
Commercial” as is the Drummond property. The nearby Residential area is buffered from the
Bakery by the width of two streets and a park. Anybody who lives in this Residentially zoned
area should be aware of the zoning designations.
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Decibel Limitations
There is no justification given for changing the proposed maximum allowable noise level to 80
decibels (dB). This appears to be an adhoc suggestion with no substantiation. Using the values
in table 2, for the location of the Bakery on a Friday or Saturday from 12:00PM to 10:00PM this
should be 100dB. This has the serious suggestion that it (80dB) has been decided upon in direct
response to the current complaint. There is absolutely no data presented to indicated what
current levels at Bakery music nights are and therefore justifying the proposed 80dB. The value
of 80dB must be reviewed and justified!!

Recommendations:
1) Carry out a thorough, objective, and professional evaluation of current noise (music)
levels);
2) Hold a facilitated (with a non-biased facilitator who should meet with parties prior to
main meeting) discussion between complainants and the new owners of the Bakery
with the aim to agree to a compromised solution:
a. Agree to hours for music (for example to 9:00pm or 9:30 with no exceptions to
termination time)
b. Agree to type of music in the spirit of what this venue can provide; (acoustic vs.
Rock is NOT a clear definition).
c. Agree to any after-hour activities at the bakery. (post 9:30pm).
3) Agree to and implement a noise bylaw for the community that is reasonable and meets
the need of the community at large.
4) Train and equip bylaw officers to handle any complaints, etc..
It appears that this initiative, to revise the noise bylaw, is aimed solely at addressing ONE
complaint and does NOT address the bylaw revision in a holistic manner. There is absolutely no
rush to get this done now, before the end of the Bakery season which is only a few weeks away.
It is the responsibility of the Village of Haines Junction, mayor, council, and staff to provide a
measured approach so that there is a robust and fair bylaw in place for next season. Please do
NOT rush this without a review of ALL noise bylaw parameters. Doing so would only leave the
Village open to the appearance of pandering to a single complaint and not doing a thorough
review; this could lead to, at best, a bylaw that is inadequate to the Village’s need, at worst, to
court action which never resolves these issues.
I laud the Village at undertaking this public review, but please slow down. There are only six
concerts left for this season (three weeks) and this new bylaw should not be implemented in a
rushed fashion.
Thank you
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To whom it may concern,
My name is Daniel Sharpe and I live with my family across the street from the Village Bakery in
Haines Junction, Yukon. My wife and I recently had our first children, a set of twins who have
some health concerns. Being new parents and having twins each come with their own set of
challenges.
While beginning our family in Haines Junction, we have had an unexpected challenge from the
bakery. Recently the number of outdoor musical acts has doubled from 15 to 30, in addition
there has been little consideration shown for neighbours or noise bylaws when choosing bands.
On multiple occasions we have had to close up our windows and try to convince our newborns
to go back to sleep when the volume of the bands have exceeded what most would consider
reasonable. I recognize that the bakery needs to produce revenue and these acts are a positive
note to their bottom line, however, it is my opinion that the desire for profits should not
supersede the health and wellbeing of those who live in the surrounding residences.
More than once myself and others have met with the owners of the bakery to try and establish
some reasonable limitations on what we can expect each Friday and Saturday night of the
summer. While reluctant, the owners agreed to a 9pm shutdown time and to reduce the level of
amplification for their shows. This has been followed in most cases since, however, it is also true
that most shows host small performances with little to no amplification. Those bands which have
remained a problem are those which would have been a problem to begin with.
I have seen the proposed bylaw updates and frankly they are very concerning. To unilaterally
declare all the housing around the bakery a commercial district is ridiculous. The exact zoning is
Commercial Mixed, meaning it can be anything from 100% residential, to a mixture, or 100%
commercial. The vast majority of the area in question around the bakery is residential housing.
Any rulings being made must reflect the reality of the neighbourhood, not the colours on a
zoning map. My own home was built in 1974 and has never had anything but a single residence
on the property. How can this be called a commercial property?
On top of zoning misnomers, there are the proposed limitations on decibel levels. Many large
jurisdictions in BC and Alberta have set a maximum decibel limit of 85db within city limits, with
many other districts setting a maximum of 70db in residential areas. 85db is known to be the
level where hearing damage begins. The proposed bylaw update suggests that residents of
Names Junction should invest in hearing PPE while living in their own homes as 90-100
decibels would be perfectly acceptable. Some research has shown me that this level of noise is
somewhere between a tractor trailer passing by at highway speeds and a chainsaw within lOm.
These are the levels which are going to be officially acceptable to the village bylaws, in a
residential neighbourhood?
These numbers alone are concerning, but what about creeping levels of non-compliance? The
speed limit on the Alaska Highway is 9okph, and yet everyone I’ve ever seen between here and
Whitehorse is driving well over lOOkph. Imagine that same problem with a 90-100db noise limit.
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Even an increase to 110db is the equivalent of standing next to an active car alarm. This sort of
noise and disruption to the peace of mind of residents is exactly what a noise bylaw is meant
for. A 90-100db limit is excessive and is beyond reasonable expectations for any municipality.
Thank you

August 20, 2021
Mayor & Council
Village of Haines Junction

Re: Noise Bylaw
I am the owner/operator of Carnivore Cabins that has been in business since 2000. The cabins
& adjacent rental suite are located on Auriol St., directly across from The Village Bakery.
Currently the rental suite is occupied by my mother, who is hearing impaired, but that will not
always be the case. I support the VHJ in its endeavour to implement a workable/enforceable
Noise Bylaw.
I have looked over your information package and have concerns. In recent weeks I have
downloaded & tested an app onto my cell phone that registers decibel levels.
lithe VHJ chooses to implement a Commercial Zoning dB level standards to this area; (that is
90-100 dB from 7:OOam-10:OOpm Friday & Saturday as depicted on the chart provided by CAO
Rodin) it is unacceptable. I am now aware from using my decibel app to measure levels at The
Bakery on recent music nights, that this is far too loud for the comfort of my guests in my rental
cabins & suite. The most appropriate levels would be in a Residential Zoning classification.
As you are aware, from my letter of August 2th, have lost cabin rentals when I could not
guarantee when the loud music at the Bakery would end. Now an additional music night has
been added to the Bakery itinerary (Friday & Saturday) so I have both weekend nights to deal
with. A 9:00pm stop time with appropriate dB levels is essential to my cabin rental business. It
allows people to settle in for a quiet night. I advertise and sell “clean and quiet cabins” on my
website and I do hope to provide this I

Respectfully,
‘

Valerie Drummond
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August 20, 2021
Mayor & Council
Village of Haines Junction

Re: Noise Bylaw
I am writing this letter with the assistance of my daughter Valerie.
I have lived on the second floor apartment on Auriol Street, behind the Carnivore Cabin units
and across from The Village Bakery for over 20 years. I am 99 years old and wear hearing aids
during the day. In recent years the volume of music at The Village Bakery has increased. I can
hear it without my hearing aids and it disturbs me.
I support The Village Bakery, their music nights and the VHJ efforts to control the noise level.
However, as it has been explained to me, I do not support noise levels at the Commercial Zone
level. I do support noise levels at the Residential Zone levels.
Thank you for your consideration of my comfort,

Sincerely,

Marion Wakefield
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