Public Notice of Special Council Meeting
(Yukon Municipal Act Section 206.02)
Pursuant to Yukon Municipal Act Section 206.02, a Special Council Meeting is
hereby called on Wednesday, August 4, 2021. The meeting will take place in
Council Chambers via Zoom conferencing and will begin at 7:00 p.m.
AGENDA

Village of Haines Junction
Special Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. August 4, 2021
Council Chambers / Zoom
In order to comply with territorial regulations to reduce the risk of COVID-19 virus transmission, Council
Chambers is closed to the public, who are invited to attend through Zoom web or teleconferencing
(Meeting ID 867 634 7100). Please visit the Village website (www.hainesjunctionyukon.com)
or call the Village Office (634-7100) for instructions.
AGENDA
1.

Call to Order

2.

Acknowledgement of Champagne and Aishihik First Nations Traditional Territory

3.

Adoption of Agenda

4.

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest

5.

Adoption of Minutes of Regular and Special Council Meetings

6.

Proclamations

7.

Delegations

8.

Public Hearings and Public Input Sessions

9.

Old Business
a.
RTC re Chief Medical Officer of Health’s New Covid-19 Guidelines and Recommendations

10. New Business
11. Bylaws – Reports, Readings and Adoption
12. Correspondence
13. Council Reports and Notice of Motions
14. Questions from the Public
15. Motion to Close Meeting to the Public
16. Adjournment
The next Regular Council Meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m. on August 11, 2021, via Zoom.

The Village of Haines Junction respectfully acknowledges that we are situated on the
Traditional Territory of the Champagne and Aishihik First Nations.

Remote Attendance at Council Meetings
In order to comply with territorial regulations to reduce the risk of virus transmission, the public is invited to
attend Council Meetings remotely through Zoom. Access is available either via internet or via phone (see
instructions below). Please note that participants will be automatically muted and the video function will not
be enabled. Council Chambers will not be open to the public. If you are unable to access a phone or the
internet, please contact the Village to discuss arranging remote access.

Access Instructions for Regular Council Meetings:
Meeting ID is: 867 634 7100
COMPUTER (Participants do not need an account but will need to download the Zoom app when prompted.)
To join through the computer, use this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8676347100
PHONE
Participants may join by phone by dialing any of these numbers and entering the meeting ID
+1 778 907 2071 Canada +1 438 809 7799 Canada +1 587 328 1099 Canada
+1 647 374 4685 Canada +1 647 558 0588 Canada +1 204 272 7920 Canada
MOBILE
+12042727920,,8676347100# Canada
+14388097799,,8676347100# Canada

Report to Council
Village of Haines Junction
August 4, 2021
Re:

Chief Medical Officer of Health’s New Covid-19 Guidelines and Recommendations

Recommendation:
That Council determine which actions, if any, should be taken in response to the Chief Medical Officer of
Health’s new Covid-19 guidelines and recommendations.
Background:
At their July 28, 2021, meeting, Council discussed a Report to Council re: Council Meeting Accessibility
and the possibility of holding hybrid in-person and Zoom meetings in Council Chambers (see Appendix
A). Council noted that, while masks will no longer be mandatory in indoor public spaces in the Yukon as
of August 4, the Chief Medical Officer of Health (CMOH) recommends that businesses and organizations
consider maintaining the mask requirement.
Council adopted a resolution to schedule a Special Council Meeting on August 4, 2021, when more
information regarding the Yukon CMOH’s new Covid-19 guidelines and recommendations would be
available.
At that meeting, Council also approved a joint message on Covid-19 issued by the Village of Haines
Junction and Champagne and Aishihik First Nations (see Appendix B), noting that decisions made at the
August 4, 2021, Special Council Meeting regarding the new Covid-19 guidelines and recommendations
might justify considering a new joint statement.
Current Status:
The CMOH update summary found at Appendix C was issued on July 28, 2021.
Dr. Brenan Hanley notes on page 4 that “Municipalities can set their own rules. YG can help set guidelines
for when masks are recommended.”
The current municipal guidelines in place are for municipal facilities and are entirely based on YG
regulations.
Conclusion:
Council by reviewing this report and determining which actions, if any, should be taken in response to the
Chief Medical Officer of Health’s new Covid-19 guidelines and recommendation will be ensuring the health
and safety of our community.
Prepared by:
Noelle Palmer
Corporate Administrator

Appendix A

Appendix “B”

Appendix C
From: Rachel.Veinott-McKeough-ECO@yukon.ca <Rachel.Veinott-McKeough-ECO@yukon.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 5:17 PM
Cc: Clarissa.Wall@yukon.ca; Erin.Scott@yukon.ca; Roni-Sue.Sparvier@yukon.ca
Subject: July 28 CMOH update summary

Hi all,

Here is the summary of today’s public CMOH COVID update press conference.

The news release related to the lifting of restrictions on August 4th is here:
https://yukon.ca/en/news/additional-covid-19-restrictions-be-lifted-vaccine-rate-increases

Additional COVID-19 restrictions to be lifted as vaccine rate
increases | Government of Yukon
yukon.ca
As Yukon’s active case count continues to decline and vaccination rates increase in the territory
and across Canada, additional restrictions will be lifted.

As well there are transcripts and copies of past videos here or on Facebook and CHON airs these
live about 30 mins after they air.

The next update will be Wednesday August 4 at 10:30 am.

If you know anyone else who would like to be added to this distribution list, please let me know.

Premier Silver:
•

A lot has changed since the COVID-19 pandemic began in March 2020.

•

We declared state of emergency 16 months ago to deploy resources rapidly and limit spread.

•

Our number one priority is to protect the health and safety of Yukoners. Our actions are guided by the

recommendations of the CMOH. We have researched the information available about the variants and the
epidemiological data across the country and the world to identify risks to Yukoners. This is a dynamic situation.
The risks have changed and government response has shifted over time.
•

Early in the pandemic the biggest risk was importation. We introduced border control measures to control spread.
As time went on the transmissibility was better understood and we introduced new measures like restrictions on
gathering numbers, social distancing and masks.

•

These restrictions limited rights and freedoms under the Charter of Rights & Freedoms, but the recommendations
of the CMOH and were justified to help protect Yukoners, and they were effective in limiting spread.

•

The government is bound by the Charter in actions, but we also have a duty to protect the health and safety of
Yukoners. We need to find a balance between individual rights and public safety. We have endeavoured to
intrude on individual rights in least impactful way, and acknowledge mental health impacts the restrictions have
caused.

•

Vaccines are a more powerful tool than CEMA.

•

Rural, remote and Indigenous communities had access to vaccine first. We started with most vulnerable
communities and used an aggressive campaign. This was extremely successful because of the hardworking teams
and Yukoners.

•

As of Monday 80% of adults are fully vaccinated. Youth could access vaccines as soon as they were available –
and more than 60% over 12 are fully vaccinated.

•

Getting vaccinated is the best way to protect yourself. It significantly reduces your chances of getting COVID,
having complications or death.

•

We want to thank Yukoners for sharing their stories to reduce vaccine hesitancy.

•

Vaccines save lives and are more effective than border controls. By getting vaccinated you are helping protect
yourself and the community.

•

As vaccine rates increase across Canada, case counts have gone down and importation risk has gone down.
Border controls are no longer justified.

•

Changes at borders and at airports: On August 4th there will be no more declarations, travellers no longer
required to stop at land border stations, no CEMA enforcement officers at airport, 24-hour limit for transition
through territory no longer in place.

•

30,000+ people have transited through the territory without contributing to the case count.

•

Masks indoors are no longer needed based on the current situation. So we took action right away. When they
were introduced case counts were growing and there was no vaccine. Now the vaccine rate is 80% and case
counts decreasing.

•

We are transitioning – we are not out of the pandemic – far from it – but we are getting closer.

•

There will still be restrictions on gatherings after Aug 4th because that is where spread occurring. There is still
risk with large gatherings. When these risks go down we will reconsider this rule.

•

We are using the appropriate tools for current risk.

•

We have one of the highest vaccination rates in the world. We will continue to follow CMOH recommendations
and act based on the best science available. We are still actively managing the situation.

•

We are having conversations across the territory with other leaders and listening closely. We absolutely hear the

concerns, and we are committed to working collaboratively.
•

We share the concerns about the impacts of COVID. There are support workers working 7 days a week,
providing referrals, access to personal items for those self-isolating, and working with each individual. This
includes providing withdrawal supports as required. We are adapting as necessary to ensure supports are
available where needed.

•

Rapid response teams deployed to enhance testing efforts. There is a team currently in Watson Lake. We are
expanding the vaccine role out.

•

Minister McPhee announced Yukoners born in 2009, even if not yet 12 years old are eligible for Pfizer vaccine.

•

Mobile teams returning to communities for vaccine clinics. In Haines Junction today, Watson Lake tomorrow,
Whitehorse Tuesday and Thursday 9am-4pm and Wednesday 12pm- 7pm.

•

We recommend booking appointments online to limit vaccine wastage. Book at Yukon.ca. But walk-ins are
available at all clinics. We have enough vaccines for everyone that wants one.

•

We need to work together and support one another in this new paradigm.

•

Communities and organizations have announced they will continue safety measures after August 4th – this is
good to hear. We need to take steps to ensure we feel safe. Just because masks aren’t required doesn’t mean you
can’t wear them – we just can’t fine or enforce. Respect businesses that request you to continue to wear masks.

•

Continue to practice safe 6 – your actions affect everyone in the community. This was the case before COVID.
And will continue to be the case.

•

Students returning to school soon – CMOH and the Department of Ed are planning – more info next week.

Dr. Brendan Hanley:
•

Reactions were mixed to the announcement of easing restrictions. Many First Nations felt the rug was pulled out
from the structure of safety built over last 16 months. We are providing further clarification.

•

89 active cases as of yesterday, 426 recovered since this wave began, 4 Yukoners have died since the start of this
wave – 6 overall have died. 52 people have been hospitalized, 43 of those were unvaccinated or partially
vaccinate. 14 medevacked out of territory, 11 of those unvaccinated.

•

We are seeing clusters in Watson Lake – 3 larger household clusters. They are self-isolating. 28 active in Watson
Lake at last count.

•

We are deploying a rapid response team, including cleaning and admin support. Response team will return to two
mile and Upper Liard next week. Details on Yukon.ca

•

Be cognizant of risk and act accordingly. Informal gatherings and having positive individuals in a household is
high risk.

•

Slide 1 - Risk of importation looking back to December 2020 and looking ahead to fall. Daily probability based
on incoming travelers. Largely driven by Yukoners. Last spring 2021 daily probability as high as 30-40-50%,
now less than 10%. We anticipate moderate rise based on other provinces, US, Delta variant. The risk is lower
than it has been since start of pandemic. Based on low case activity in Canada overall. We will repeat models
based on updated traveller information, numbers incoming, COVID activity in other provinces and the US. The
yellow triangles are known active importation in to Yukon.

•

Slide 2 – Estimated weekly importations. In April about 5 per week. We are worried about introductions
associated with risky situations – gatherings and not isolating. The actual weekly importations are close to 0.
Several weeks to get a single importation based on current activity.

•

Slide 3 – Gathering sizes – Linear graph – 100 adults randomly attending a party there is a 15% chance of
someone being infected. We need to rethink our whole strategy. Need to look within the territory not outside.
More risk through unorganized gatherings than through travel. That is our biggest risk for the time ahead.

•

We are shifting from a state of emergency to living with risk of COVID as an endemic disease. With proper
mitigations it does not need to dominate our daily lives. It is a part of our new reality. This means self-isolation
after domestic travel no longer required, masking not enforced, and restaurants at full capacity.

•

August 4th is not about letting go, we are not leaving the pandemic behind. It is about becoming smarter,
matching measures to risk, recognizing that we are in a different place than 17 months ago. Measures will be
balanced by adjustments to other measures.

•

Removing border restrictions is no longer justified based on the current risk and the intrusion on civil liberties
now that we have vaccination. Quarantine has served us well, but it has taken a toll on families and business. We
need the least intrusive means necessary to achieve public good

•

Mandatory masking removed in recognition that it is too blunt a rule. With informed risk assessment we will use
in the right circumstances, but we should feel ok not wearing one when risk is low.

•

Municipalities can set their own rules. YG can help set guidelines for when masks are recommended. You must
continue to wear a mask before Aug 4th.

•

Bars and restaurants – Allowing full capacity, normal spacing between tables and 2m spacing at counters will be
removed. This is not an invitation to visit between tables or ignore physical distancing between customers. Will
publish the guidelines and meet with businesses to make sure things are clear.

•

Stay home when sick. Get tested. Hand sanitizer available on entry/exit.

•

No mingling, no dancing, physical distancing while waiting for table or paying a bill.

•

For now CEMA remains – restrict gathering sizes, observe safe 6, mask when recommended.

•

In weeks ahead we may move away from these measures.

•

We will have continued vigilance, public health surveillance, management of cases and clusters, continued
vaccination and testing, supports for vulnerable, surge capacity.

•

All grades will return to face-to face classes. Guidelines are coming. Next week more details for return to school.

•

5 pillars of action in more detail in a public document as a follow up to The Path Forward:

o 1. Vaccination as ongoing strategy – address hesitancy, reduce pool of susceptible, collaborate with community,
90-95% of eligible populations vaccinated, including younger children if/when they are eligible.
o 2. Testing and surveillance – wide spread, screening tests for sensitive areas (mines, Long Term Care homes),
technology for home-based self-testing.
o 3. Social supports for vulnerable people – unvaccinated, ongoing supports – prevention, housing, addiction
services, social supports, when infected augmented supports to help with self-isolation and preventing spread.
o 4. Surge capacity – even with high vaccination rates acute care can be overwhelmed – need to make sure we are
ready. Yukoners need to continue to be served for routine health requirements.
o 5. Focused public health measures – tools to make the right choice, guidance on what to do when sick, assess when
mask needed or physical distancing required.

•

Communities are struggling, and the unvaccinated continue to be hit hard. COVID takes heavy toll on the
vulnerable, it is hitting First Nations hard and disproportionately.

•

If you are not getting vaccinated for whatever reason please reconsider. Don’t entertain paranoia and conspiracy
theories. Listen to the stories – Darlene Jim and Lisa Anderson. COVID will come sooner or later if you don’t
get vaccinated.

•

Stop next wave through vaccination. Stay strong, together, safe.

Q&As

Q: First Nations leaders say that it is not the right time to lift restrictions. Do you think there were mistakes made in
communicating with First Nations?

A: (Premier Silver) - We had weekly conversations with mayors and Chiefs about the recommendations for change based
on the information we had at the time. We have never slowed down recommendations. We need new documentation as we
go to new recommendations. Leaders will shape this documentation. YG is always there for safety of Yukoners. There
will be constant communication. A lot of the time the Chiefs know information even before other MLAs and Ministers.
There are many tools available to support Yukoners. We are switching from the heavy hand of government and providing
support when and where necessary. We will continue to follow CMOH recommendations. There is a lot of scrutiny
around measures. We have 8/10 people vaccinated and case counts are dropping - restrictions are not justified.
Communication will always be there, we will continue to move forward. We are listening to the communities. Who better
to tell us what is happening in the communities than the Chiefs and mayors. The CMOH is empathetic – the mental
wellness of the communities is important to the doctor and his team. Our jurisdiction does better than others with the
number of meetings we have with partners. Things happened quickly last week. There will always be concerns.

Q: For businesses, First Nations, and municipal buildings in rural communities that request people continue wearing
masks, and with CEMA enforcement no longer around to deal with conflicts, does that fall to RCMP?

A: (Premier Silver) – If there is a disturbance in business people know what to do. We no longer have CEMA as a tool.
There are no fines or restrictions.

Q: Should businesses keep certain measures like plexi-glass, directions, signs on floors?

A: (Dr. Hanley) – No hurry to get rid of anything in weeks to come. Recognize we still have COVID circulating. We
worked hard on setting up protocols. These measures keep people mindful.

Q: Is there discussion about a vaccine booster?

A: (Dr. Hanley) – This is under discussion internationally. At some point, yes there will be a booster. Lots to sift through.

Emerging evidence on how long vaccines last. We are leaning month to month. There may be different recommendations
for different age groups e.g. older people may need a booster sooner than young people. Variants – Is it better to wait for a
vaccine modified for circulating variants? There is the question of the rest of the world waiting for first doses. How do we
participate in quest for equity in vaccine availability? It is in our interest to see the world protected.

Q: There is confusion around case counting and numbers, particularly in Watson Lake. How do we handle confusion?

A: (Premier Silver) Errors will always be made. We correct them as soon as possible. YG has done a great job getting the
information out in a timely way. We are working to keep people healthy and safe. We provide the most accurate and up to
date information.

Q: If we get another outbreak comparable to June, at what point would government backtrack recommendations?

A: (Premier Silver) I wouldn’t classify it as backtracking. We will match the restrictions to the risks. Things change
rapidly. Hoping vaccine rates continues to increase. Make sure everyone who can gets vaccinated. There is always going
to be risk. We will take most current situation and apply most current science.

(Dr. Hanley) – We are facing a tough variant. Gamma is highly transmissible and can affect fully vaccinated people more
than normal COVID. When this came in we had 72-73% adults fully vaccinated. Now we are at 80%, and 60% of 12-17
year olds. We would rather face Delta with 90-95% vaccinated. Our protections against all variants is going to be
vaccination.

Q: The CDC recommended bringing back masks indoors, yet we are dropping mandatory masks. How do you feel about
CDC decision and is it making you reconsider?

A: (Dr. Hanley) – Pay attention to the CDC recommendations. They are modifying recommendations based on evidence
as they see it. But they are not regulating. What they are seeing is what we were anticipating – rise of Delta in the US and
in Canadian provinces. The US is problematic – they have many unvaccinated people in the US, some states less than half
of adults vaccinated. There are severe demands on the healthcare system in US. With the high COVID activity, it is a
good idea to wear a mask in indoor places. I will continue to wear a mask in high risk situations. But we don’t need to
mandate it.

Q: Things are happening quickly. What was the guidance you provided to Cabinet, what pressure have you been under?

A: (Dr. Hanley) – Opening up for summer has always been on our radar. We realized with modelling and the current
activity that the highest risk is internal and not external. We recommended changing the order of lifting restrictions. It
made more sense to open borders and keep gathering sizes small rather than the other way around, based on the rest of
Canada. No pressure other than the pressure of working during a pandemic. No pressure to do things in any one way. We
set general recommendations. YG took the information and worked with it. Timelines are decided by YG.

(Premier Silver) – Agreed. The recommendations are the ones that you hear here. The CMOH and Premier, and
sometimes Minister McPhee, talk about logistics - e.g. schools going back, how to inform people in a timely way. The
first people to hear are here. Then Cabinet begins working. There is no change from what the doctor recommended to
what you hear here. The office of the CMOH is an independent office, and we work on the policy.

Additional links or posts for sharing:

Useful websites:

Vaccine info website
Case and vaccination counts website
Public Exposure Notices website
Self-isolation information website
Report a CEMA infraction website
Vaccination for returning students and workers website
Get COVID test result website
Information for parents and youth on consent for immunization: Consent for immunization:
Information for parents and youth | Government of Yukon

A Path Forward: A Visual Document
eco-path-forward-next-steps-infographic-march-5-2021.pdf (yukon.ca)

Facebook posts:

Follow HSS for vaccine booking updates and other info
-

Changes to self-isolation Q&A

-

Vaccines can’t change your DNA

Follow One Yukon for COVID and Vaccine information with a First Nations focus.

-

CMOH – what Yukoners need to know about youth vaccine clinics

-

CMOH – changes to self-isolation

-

Lisa’s Story

Events:
Youth Vaccination Clinics: Appointments (yukon.ca)

If you have questions about COVID/vaccine roll out you can contact the COVID information
phone or email here or contact your Aboriginal Relations Liaison or Community Advisor.

Rachel Veinott-McKeough (she/her)
Strategic Communications Advisor
Executive Council Office | Aboriginal Relations Division
T 867-455-2811 | C 780-916-6995 | Yukon.ca

