Village of Haines Junction
Regular Council Meeting
7:00 p.m. August 26, 2020
Council Chambers
In order to comply with territorial regulations to reduce the risk of COVID-19 virus transmission, Council
Chambers is closed to the public, who are invited to attend through Zoom web or teleconferencing. Please visit
the Village website (www.hainesjunctionyukon.com) or call the Village Office (634-7100) for instructions.
AGENDA
1.

Call to Order

2.

Acknowledgement of Champagne and Aishihik First Nations Traditional Territory

3.

Adoption of Agenda

4.

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest

5.

Adoption of Minutes of Regular and Special Council Meetings
a.
Draft Council Minutes 2020-08-12

6.

Proclamations

7.

Delegations

8.

Public Hearings and Public Input Sessions

9.

Old Business
a.
RTC re Assets Disposed August 12, 2020
b.
RTC re Surplus Sale 2020-4
c.
RTC re Rodeo Grounds Update

10. New Business
a.
RTC re Proposed Assets to be Disposed
b.
RTC re 2020 Capital Purchase Budget August Update
c.
RTC re Appointment of Bylaw Enforcement Officers
d.
Accounts Payable to August 12, 2020
11. Bylaws – Reports, Readings and Adoption
a. RTC re Animal Control Bylaw Amendment #2
i. Bylaw #373-20, Animal Control Bylaw Amendment #2 – 1st and 2nd Reading
12. Correspondence
a. Monthly Mayor’s/Chief’s Policing Report – July 2020
b. Letter from YG Department of Environment re Yukon wetland policy update
13. Council Reports and Notice of Motions
14. Questions from the Public
15. Motion to Close Meeting to the Public
16. Adjournment
The next Regular Council Meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m. on September 9, 2020, in Council Chambers.

The Village of Haines Junction respectfully acknowledges that we are situated on the
Traditional Territory of the Champagne and Aishihik First Nations.

Report to Council
Village of Haines Junction
August 26, 2020

RE:

ASSETS DISPOSED AUGUST 12, 2020

Recommendation:
That Council review this report and receive and file it.
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Haines Junction receive and file the report titled Assets
Disposed August 12, 2020.
Background:
Previously, Council approved a process for the disposition of assets. The assets disposed of on
August 12, 2020, are the third surplus sale following this approved procedure.
The public had from July 15 to August 5, 2020, to inspect and bid on the assets.
At the August 12, 2020, Council Meeting the sealed tenders for the assets were publicly opened.
Current Status
Appendix “A” shows the results of the tender.
Successful bidders were notified by phone or email on August 13, 2020.
Bidders who do not pay for their assets within ten (10) business days of being notified will forfeit
their right to the asset which will then be sold to the next highest bidder.
Conclusion
Council by reviewing this report and receiving and filing it will conclude this round of assets
being disposed

Prepared by:

Noelle Palmer
Corporate Administrator
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Report to Council
Village of Haines Junction
August 26, 2020

Appendix “A”

Page 2 of 2

Report to Council
Village of Haines Junction
Open Meeting
August 26, 2020

RE:

Surplus Sale 2020-4

Recommendation
That Administration proceed with the public opening of the bids for Surplus Sale 2020-4 and
that Council adopt the following resolution:
THAT the assets from the tendering process for Surplus Sale 2020-4 be awarded to the
highest bidders.
Background
The Village of Haines Junction accepted bids for Surplus Sale 2020-4 from August 6 to
August 26, 2020.
Policy requires that the tenders be opened at a Special Council Meeting or at the next scheduled
and open Council Meeting subsequent the date that tenders closed. A Tender Opening Process
was approved by Council on June 24, 2020.
Current Status
The tender process will close at 4:00 p.m. on August 26, 2020, and the bids will be available to
be opened at the Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. that evening.
Attachments
•

Surplus Sale 2020-4 Notice

Conclusion
Council, by proceeding with the Tender Opening Process for Surplus Sale 2020-4 will complete
the process of disposing of the fourth group of assets selected for disposition.
Prepared by

Noelle Palmer
Corporate Administrator
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Village of Haines Junction

Surplus Sale 2020-4
• RSF 85 Woodstove
• Rockwell table saw
• Steel tank with hose reel
• 3 HP electric water pump (3-phase)
• Stucco finisher (16 pails)
The Village of Haines Junction is inviting bids for the above-listed
surplus sale items.
All items are available for viewing in the Public Works Yard at
108 Fireweed Street. If you wish to inspect the items more closely,
please contact the Village Office at 634-7100 to arrange a viewing.
Photos are also included in the bid package.
Interested bidders can download a Surplus Sale 2020-4 Bid Package
from the Village website (www.hainesjunctionyukon.com) or request
that a bid package be mailed, emailed or faxed to them by contacting
the Village Office at 634-7100.
The bid closing date is Wednesday, August 26, 2020, at 4:00 p.m.
The highest price or any price will not necessarily be accepted.
Posted August 6, 2020

Report to Council
August 26, 2020

RE: RODEO GROUNDS UPDATE
________________________________________________________________
Recommendation:
That Council review this report and provide direction to staff.
Background:
The Village of Haines Junction was approached the local Lions Club regarding the Rodeo
Grounds.
The Lions Club would like to use the property for the benefit of the Community. Their intent
is a multi-use fairground.
The property is owned by the Yukon Government and is leased to the municipality.
The lease requires that the property be used for Recreational Purposes.
The property is adjacent to Champagne and Aishihik First Nations (CAFN) lands and
accordingly there is a duty to consult with CAFN regarding the use of the property.
The property is currently zoned Parks and Recreation
Council directed staff to determine work with the Lions Club on developing a lease.
Council requested an update be provided at an August Council Meeting and some information be
included regarding the long-standing relationship between the Community and the Lions Club.
Current Status
Lease Agreement
The Lions asked for several requirements in the lease and staff subsequently made enquiries of
the Yukon Government as to:.
1. Whether it was possible to have a thirty year lease? and,
2. Whether it was possible to renew the lease now instead of having to do in in several years
time when the current lease expires.
The Lions have been informed that the Yukon Government advised that:
1. a thirty (30) year lease is now the normal lease period; and,
2. Because there is still twelve (12) years on the existing lease, the Yukon Government will
not start a new lease.
Staff also enquired as to whether the Yukon Government would waive the lease fee which
currently is $283.50 per annum.
The Yukon Government advised that it could only be done
through an Order in Council and that the process would likely be a lengthy.
Page 1 of 2

Report to Council
August 26, 2020
The Lions have been asked if they wish to proceed even though the lease would only be for twelve
(12) years.
Lions Club Relationship with Village of Haines Junction
The Lions Club have provided the following information:
1. The Club has done work at the cemetery since the inception of the Club, starting in 1964
with putting up a fence (& of course this was when the VHJ wasn’t considered a
Municipality with a Council);
2. We presently have a ‘MOU’ with the VHJ to do work and some maintenance at the
cemetery. Prior to the MOU, we started ‘restoring’ some graves back in 2010, with the
VHJ paying us $250.00 per grave (with the VHJ providing materials);
3. Not sure what year the Lions installed the first small playground. We raffled off an item
to raise the money for the equipment with the VHJ providing the space and providing
ongoing maintenance;
4. The club applied and received CDF funding in 2005 to install the 2nd playground. Again
the VHJ provided the space and agreed to on-going maintenance;
5. The club applied for CDF funding to do the work at ‘Tomlin Hill’ and the VHJ asked that
a slide for the Pool be included in our request. The VHJ provided ‘in-kind’ for whatever
work was necessary at the Pool and agreed with the location of ‘Tomlin Hill’ and ongoing maintenance;
6. The Club started helping with the installation of the curling ice and then when it was
thought the building should be condemned, the Club was able to arrange an agreement
with the VHJ for a few years (think this came to an end in 2008) in which the Club
operated the building. We were successful in receiving ‘CDF’ (I believe close to
$50,000.00) to do work in the community hall in 2004; and,
7. The Club has done the BBQ’ing for the VHJ for July 1st event for many years.
Conclusion:
Council, by reviewing this report and providing direction to staff, will further the municipality’s
oversight role of this property.

Prepared by

Dan Rodin, CAO
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Report to Council
Village of Haines Junction
August 26, 2020

RE:

PROPOSED ASSETS TO BE DISPOSED

Recommendation:
That Council review this report, make such changes to the List of Assets for Disposal as deemed
necessary and pass the following resolution:
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Haines Junction approve the August 26, 2020, List of
Assets for Disposal for disposition through the process identified as the Asset Disposal Plan.
Background:
Over the years the municipality has accumulated assets which are no longer needed.
Council approved a process to dispose of these assets. The Village has successfully used this
process to dispose of assets through four surplus sales this summer.
Current Status
Schedule One (1) lists the assets that staff proposes to dispose of.
Schedule 1

List of Assets for Disposal
Electric pumps (2)
Tire chains
Sweeper brushes
Oil furnaces (2)
Temporary power service
Bleachers
Light pole ballast
Doors
Pneumatic tire spreader
Furnace burners
Breaker panel
Conclusion
Council by reviewing this report and the approving the list of assets for disposition will perform
their oversight role in the process of disposition of Village assets which are no longer needed
by the municipality.
Prepared by:

Noelle Palmer, Corporate Administrator
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Report to Council
Village of Haines Junction
August 26, 2020

RE: 2020 CAPITAL PURCHASE BUDGET AUGUST UPDATE
__________________________________________________________________________
Recommendation:
That Council review this report and then approve by Resolution that this report be received and
filed for information purposes.
Resolved by the Council of the Village of Haines Junction that the report titled 2020 Capital
Purchase Budget August Update be received and filed for information purposes.
Background:
Council approved a Capital Purchase Budget as part of the 2020 Budget Process
Council received prior update at the May 27, 2020 Council Meeting
Current Status:
The attached Schedule shows the status of the Capital Purchase Budget as of August 19, 2020.
Conclusion:
Council, by reviewing this report and then adopting a resolution to receive and file the
information will exercise its oversight role as well as provide information to Community
Members.
Attachment:
Appendix “A” Capital Purchase Budget as of August 19, 2020.

Prepared by:

Collin Kallio, Public Works Manager
Dan Rodin, CAO
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Report to Council
Village of Haines Junction
August 26, 2020

APPENDIX “A”

Capital Purchase Budget as of August 19, 2020
Project
Number

Project Name

1
2
3
4
5
6

Landfill
Septic Tank upgrade
Bear Grid at Landfill Gate
Rolloff Bin
Consulting Services
Waste Management Plan (permit requirement)
Grizzly Cover Plates

7
8
9
10
11
12

Conventions Centre
Roof (Boge & Boge Assessment
Buried Fuel Tank Removal & Replacement
Biomass Boiler Feasibility Study
P.V Study for Panels on Roof
New Curtains
Resurface / Replace Stage Floor

13
14

Convention Centre/Arena/Fire Department
Good Energy Project
Institutional Energy Efficiency

15
16

Seismic Assessment Arena & Convention Centre
Improve Entrance Security
C- Cans for storeage of Municipal Equipment
White Ice Maker

Budget

11,000
10,000
10,000
10,000
50,000
25,000

500,000
15,000
15,000
15,000
25,000
60,000

Status

Tender will be prepared
Installed
Quote received
Report Received
Dependent on Regionalization
Purchased & Received

Tendered
Tender to be prepared
Tender being prepared
Tender being prepared
Tender will be prepared
Tender will be prepared

400,000 Dependent of Biomass & PV Studies
400,000 Work has been approved. Contract with YG for
funding is being prepared
50,000 Boge & Boge Engineering working on it
25,000 Draft Tender prepared
10,000 Under discussion
14,000 Purchased and Received

17
18
20
22

Public Works Mobile Equipment
Forklift (Used)
Two pickups Gardening , Parks & Greens
Plowtruck
Wheel-loader (snow removal, water & sewer)

40,000
125,000
275,000
260,000

Tender to be prepared
Purchased and waiting for delivery
Purchased and waiting for delivery
Purchased and waiting for delivery

25

Fire Department
Fire Department mini pumper

350,000

Waiting for YG Fire Marshal Meeting

Public Works
26
27
28

29
30
31

33

PW Yard Fencing
Blueprint Digitizing
Shop Improvements
Covered Storage

Air Assessment (pool / curling rink)
Road Repair Assessment
Recreation
Trail Development

34

Recreation Programming / Equipment

36

Official Community Plan & Zoning Bylaw

17,000 YG will do report
12,000 Underway
20,000 Plans have engineered.
35,000 Est. cost is over budget, intend to build
coveraged storeage and use Shop
Improvement Funds
25,000 We have been told to wear appropriate masks
15,000 YG will do in Phase lll

500,000
75,000
100,000

Tendered
Waiting for sales
Progressing

3,494,000
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Report to Council
Village of Haines Junction
August 26, 2020
RE:
APPOINTMENT OF BYLAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
__________________________________________________________________________
Recommendation:
That Council review this report and then by Resolutions appoint Dan Rodin and Rick Nadeau as Bylaw
Officers.
Resolved by the Council of the Village of Haines Junction that Dan Rodin be appointed as a Bylaw
Officer; and that this appointment terminate when the appointee’s employment with the Village
concludes.
Resolved by the Council of the Village of Haines Junction that Rick Nadeau be appointed as a Bylaw
Enforcement Officer; and that this appointment terminate when the appointee’s employment with the
Village concludes.
Background:
The Municipality is encountering difficulty in enforcing the portion of our Animal Control Bylaw which
stipulates where and what animals may be kept within the municipality.
It seems possible that we may have to levy a daily fine of $50.00 per day per infraction in order to force
a resident to either: permanently remove livestock that are being kept in a residential zoned area; or,
apply for a special Animal Control Permit which if approved by Council, would enable them to keep the
livestock on their premises.
Animal Control Enforcement:
Bylaws
The Chief Administrative Officer Bylaw provides that the Chief Administrative Officer may perform the
duties of any designated officer.
The Animal Control Bylaw provides that Bylaw Enforcement Officers are appointed by Resolution of
Council.
Analysis:
It may be perceived by some individuals that the Chief Administrative Officer cannot legally act as a
Bylaw Enforcement Officer until appointed by Council Resolution.
To remove any doubt or dispute, regarding the authority of employees to enforce municipal bylaws it is
recommended that Council appoint employees by Council Resolution.
Conclusion:
Council, by reviewing this report and then adopting two resolutions appointing Rick Nadeau and Dan
Rodin to be Bylaw Enforcement Officers will remove any doubt about the municipality employee’s
authority to enforce its’ Animal Control Bylaw.
Prepared by:
Dan Rodin, CAO
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Municipal Accounts Payable to August 26, 2020
Cheque No. Name

Department

Description

$ 48,665.58

Administration
Administration
Administration
Administration
Administration

Net Pay - Pay Period 17
Receiver General - Pay Period 17
RRSP Contribution - Pay Period 17
Union Dues - August 2020
Receiver General - Adjustment 2019

CIBC

$

1,031.15

Recycle Centre

Coin order

25960

Association of Yukon Communities

$

85.00

Administration

Inter-municipal business licence HJ-20-05

25961

ATCO Electric Yukon

Water and Sewer
Arena
Fire Department
Community Hall
Public Works
Pool
Convention Centre
Administration
Landfill
Recycle Centre
Roads and Streets

Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing
Electricity: August billing

Public Works
Landfill
Public Works
Water and Sewer
GST

Cell phones: August billing
Cell phones: August billing
Cell phones: August billing
Cell phones: August billing
Cell phones: August billing

Recycle Centre

Recycle pickup for the month of July

Transfer

Transfer

25962

Payroll Account #4305418

Bell Mobility Inc.

Amount
$
$
$
$
$

32,232.16
10,845.98
4,831.46
671.43
84.55

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

5,107.50
1,523.10
250.99
126.76
574.27
57.39
469.78
469.77
88.81
112.54
3,014.90

$
$
$
$
$

26.38
37.70
51.00
75.00
8.39

$

11,795.81

$

198.47

25963

Big Bud Contracting

$

1,748.25

25964

City of Whitehorse

$

195.62

Water and Sewer

Nelson valve box and cover

25965

Falcon Electric

$

319.12

Water and Sewer

Replacement of two internal fans in lift station

25966

Frosty's Restaurant Ltd.

$

275.00

Administration

Canada Day gift certificates

25967

Jacobs Industries Limited

$

1,041.60

Water and Sewer
Public Works

CO2 bottles annual rental
Oxygen and acetylene bottles annual rental

$
$

781.20
260.40

25968

Lidstone & Company

$

614.25

Administration

Legal consultation re parking, highway closure and playground

25969

Harper Street Publishing

$

2,034.90

Administration

North of Ordinary quarterly 1/4 page ads

25970

Skookum

$

2,690.11

Roads and Streets

Cold mix asphalt

* Denotes an item not directly funded by the Village

**Grant funded

Municipal Accounts Payable to August 26, 2020
25971

Source Motors Ltd.

25972

Suncorp Valuations

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

187.09
198.54
93.55
187.09
93.55
93.54
93.55
93.54
93.55

2,441.25

Administration

Emergency fuel tank rental

$

1,134.00

Public Works
Water and Sewer
Landfill
Fire Department
Convention Centre
Community Hall
Curling Rink
Pool
Arena

Annual insurance appraisal
Annual insurance appraisal
Annual insurance appraisal
Annual insurance appraisal
Annual insurance appraisal
Annual insurance appraisal
Annual insurance appraisal
Annual insurance appraisal
Annual insurance appraisal

25973

Willow Printers Ltd.

$

441.00

Administration

Councillor Charlebois business cards, envelopes

25974

WSP Canada Group Limited

$

4,480.07

Administration

OCP consultant fees: document finalization

25975

Yukon Service Supply Company

$

508.94

Water and Sewer
Public Works

Hypochlorite
Toilet paper

Municipal Accounts Payable

$
$

440.69
68.25

$ 79,700.12

Adopted on________________________Motion#_________________

Mayor__________________________________CAO_______________________________________

* Denotes an item not directly funded by the Village

**Grant funded

Report to Council
Village of Haines Junction
August 26, 2020

RE: ANIMAL CONTROL BYLAW AMENDMENT #2

Recommendation:
That Council review the bylaw amendment and give two readings to the bylaw and schedule a
special council meeting at 6:00 pm on Monday August 31, 2020 for third reading and adoption
of the bylaw.
Resolved by the Council of Haines Junction that a Special Council Meeting for the purpose of
giving Third Reading and Adoption of the Animal Control Bylaw Amendment #2 be held at 6:00
pm on Monday August 31, 2020.
Background
Animal Control Bylaw was adopted in 1995.
Staff have not been able to locate the Form One (1) that was attached to the Bylaw.
Form One is the document that is used for issuing tickets for bylaw infractions.
Current Status
Staff have reviewed the Yukon Summary Conviction Act and Regulations.
The Regulations provide a Schedule Three (3) which is the format for a ticketing document. It
is multi-purpose document and will be suitable for our purpose.
Conclusion:
That Council by reviewing this report and the attached bylaw amendment and then giving two
readings to the bylaw and scheduling by resolution a special council meeting at 6:00 pm on
Monday August 31, 2020 for third reading and adoption of the bylaw will perform their
oversight role on this issue.

Prepared by

Dan Rodin, CAO

VILLAGE OF HAINES JUNCTION
Bylaw #373-20
A Bylaw to Provide for an Amendment to the Village of Haines Junction Animal Control
Bylaw # 83-95
WHEREAS the Municipal Act, being Chapter 154 of the Revised Statutes of the Yukon, 2002
and amendments thereto, Section 220 provides for the power to amend a bylaw; and
WHEREAS Council deem it proper and expedient to consider such an amendment, in
accordance with the objectives, policies and practices approved by Council;
NOW THEREFORE the Council for the Village of Haines Junction, duly assembled, hereby
enacts as follows:
1) SHORT TITLE
This bylaw shall be cited as “Bylaw No 373 Animal Control Bylaw Amendment #2 “
2) INTERPRETATION
For this bylaw all definitions are described in Bylaw #83-95 and its amendments thereto
including this bylaw.
3) AMENDMENT
The words Form 1 are deleted and replaced by the words Schedule 3 of the Summary
Convictions Act Regulations as amended from time to time.
4) ENACTMENT
This bylaw shall come into full force and effect upon the final passage thereof.
Read a first time the _____ day of _____,______.
Read a second time the _____ day of _______,____.
Read a third time and finally passed the ______ day of _____, _____

___________________________________
Thomas Eckervogt, Mayor

__________________________________
Dan Rodin, CAO

MONTHLY
MAYOR’S / CHIEF’S
POLICING REPORT
July 2020
Haines Junction Detachment
“M” Division Yukon

1

The Haines Junction Detachment responded to a total of 51 calls for service during
the month of July, 2020.

Year

July

Year Total

2020

2020

Assaults

1

14

5

40

Break and Enters

1

4

1

8

Thefts (all categories)

1

1

7

24

Drugs (all categories)

0

0

1

5

Uttering Threats

1

5

1

16

Driving Complaints

4

18

7

64

Cause Disturbance / Mischief

8

26

12

105

Impaired Driving

2

9

5

33

Vehicle Collisions

2

9

3

26

Fail to Comply

0

6

2

26

Mental Health Act

2

11

3

14

Assistance

8

33

5

36

Missing Persons/Wellbeing Check

2

7

2

33

Sexual Assault

0

0

1

3

Other Complaints

19

91

11

139

Individuals charged

5

11

8

40

1

16

2

43

Total Charges laid (CC only)

5

27

13

82

Total Calls for Service

51

234

66

554

OCCURRENCES

Instances where people not
charged*

•

* where grounds existed to lay a charge

2

July 2019

Total
2019

July 2020

Year Total

July1

2020

2019

Year
Total
2019

Prisoners held locally

3

16

3

42

Prisoners remanded

0

2

0

5

Total Prisoners

3

18

3

47

3

SUMMARY OF FILES BY LOCATION
Location

Calls for Service for

Total for Year

Month

% of Total
(Year)

Champagne

0

0

0%

Haines Junction

36

157

66%

Klukshu (incl. Haines Road)

2

4

1%

Canyon Creek / Otter Falls Cutoff

0

1

1%

Destruction Bay – Burwash

7

35

15%

Alaska Highway (all locations)

6

24

10%

All other locations

0

13

6%

51

234

Landing

4

Annual Performance Plan (A.P.P.) Community Priorities
Community approved priorities are:

(1)

Building and maintaining community relationships

(2)

Youth – crime prevention and relationship building

(3)

Road Safety

1) This month the detachment addressed the issue of Building and
maintaining community relationships by.....
On July 5th two RCMP members patrolled Pine Lake using Haines
Junction detachments police boat. Check for sobriety, boater
operator’s cards and life jackets were conducted.
2) This month the detachment addressed the issue of Youth – crime
prevention and relationship building by.....
Members continue to engage with youth when on patrol in the
communities. Youth are reminded that off road vehicles are required to
be insured/ registered, the operator must be at least 16 years of age
with a valid driver’s license. A helmet must be worn at all times when
using maintained roads in Haines Junction. Dirt bikes are not allowed
on maintained roads.

3) This month the detachment addressed the issue of Road Safety by.....
•

10 patrols to Burwash Landing / Destruction Bay

•

3 patrols to Champagne / Canyon Creek
5

•

2 patrol to Klukshu / Haines Highway

•

2 investigation of motor vehicle collisions

•

7 investigations into driving complaints / impaired driving

•

2 Motor Vehicle Act charges issued (ticket)

•

1 check stop conducted

•

35 hours of highway patrol / radar enforcement conducted

Notable Occurrences for the Month
On July 4th a 39 year old male resident from Burwash Landing was arrested
for impaired driving after a vehicle stop in Haines Junction. The male
provided breath samples over the legal limit. The vehicle the male was
driving was impounded. The male will be facing charges of impaired driving
and will be appearing in court in Haines Junction at a later date.
On July 12th a 42 year old male resident from Burwash Landing was arrested
for impaired driving after a vehicle stop in Burwash Landing. The male
provided breath samples over the legal limit. The vehicle the male was
driving was impounded. The male will be facing charges of impaired driving
and will be appearing in court in Burwash Landing at a later date.
th
On July 15 Haines Junction RCMP were alerted to a report of stolen heavy

equipment in the detachment area. The matter was investigated and
property located. Search warrants were executed and stolen property has
been recovered. Matter is still under investigation.
On July 27th Haines Junction RCMP with assistance from Search & Rescue
assisted in rescuing a stranded hiking party in the Jarvis River area north of
Haines Junction. All extracted safely using a helicopter.

New Community Concerns (update on concerns raised in the past not yet resolved)

6

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this report, please feel free
to contact me to discuss.
Citizens are encouraged to report any suspicious activity to police and if you
suspect a person is driving impaired please report it at 867-634-5555.
Haines Junction RCMP respectfully acknowledges that we work within the
traditional territories of the Champagne-Aishihik First Nation and the Kluane First
Nation.
Acting Detachment Commander: Constable Alan Van Hussen #52745
Telephone: 867-634-2677
email: alan.vanhussen@rcmp-grc.gc.ca
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Yukon
Department of Environment
P0 Box 2703, Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2C6

August 4, 2020
Dan Rodin, Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Haines Junction
Box 5339
Haines Junction, ‘(F YOB 1LO

RECEIVED
12
villageot
Haines Junction

Dear Mr. Rodin:
RE: Yukon wetland policy update
I would like to thank you for your participation and interest in developing a wetlands policy for Yukon.
The Government of Yukon appreciates your engagement in this work, sharing of your perspectives,
and working to find common ground as a foundation for this policy. We remain committed to
completing a wetlands policy.
Since the roundtable last met in 2019, the Government of Yukon has been considering how to align
the policy with other similar initiatives such as wetland plans by the Yukon Water Board, as well as
adapting to the realities of the COVID-19 pandemic. Today, we find ourselves unable to host the large
roundtables that previously occurred or the community meetings that were once envisioned as a next
step.
Completing a Yukon wetlands policy will provide much needed clarity and certainty in how we manage
activities in wetlands, but completing this work requires an adjustment in our approach. One of our
primary considerations is to respect the time, effort, and input that you, our partners, have invested in
developing the draft policy so far. Consequently, the work and discussions of the roundtables continue
to form the backbone of the draft policy, and we will continue to seek opportunities to engage with all
partners, albeit in a different format than previously anticipated.
The revised process will focus on bilateral discussions with roundtable member organizations. To
support this next step and since the roundtable last met, a revised draft of the wetlands policy (Draft
6”) has been developed and is attached for your review and input. We believe this draft is consistent
with the direction from the roundtable and provides suggestions to resolve some of the considerations
that remained unclear at the roundtable, or came up during our internal discussions.
For your additional reference, on the first page of Draft 6, we have provided a summary of how this
draft differs from that of Draft 5, which was discussed at the last roundtable.
1/2

Dan Rodin, Chief Administrative Officer
Page 2
August 4, 2020

We are seeking your feedback on Draft 6 by September 30, 2020. Once we have received, considered
and integrated the feedback into the draft policy, we plan to hold an online public review to give others
an opportunity to provide their feedback. Following this broader engagement, and ii time and
circumstance allow, we will consider holding a final roundtable meeting. Regardless of the method or
timeline, we commit to providing periodic updates to roundtable partners throughout these next
phases.
Our estimated timeline to complete a wetland policy is:
Now to September 30, 2020

Hold discussions with roundtable partners focused on a
review of Draft 6
Independent technical review of Draft 6

Fall 2020 to early winter 2021

Consider feedback and revise the draft policy.
Public review of the draft policy on engageyukon.ca
Share what we heard during public and technical reviews

Winter 2021

Consider feedback and revise the draft policy.
Hold a roundtable meeting, if possible
Spring 2021

Government to government consultation on the final draft
policy

Summer 2021

Policy approval

We are looking forward to discussing the attached draft policy with your representatives. Department
staff will be in contact with roundtable participants to schedule discussions. For your reference, the
appropriate contacts are: Tyler Kuhn (Tyler.Kuhngov.yk.ca I 867.667.3538) or Amy Law
(Amy,Lawgov.yk.ca I 867.456.3873).
I want to thank you again for your attention to this initiative. Your contributions have significantly
shaped the direction of this policy and will continue to play an important role as we move forward to
finalizing it over the coming months.
Sincerely,

)eputy Minister of Environment
cc.

Roundtable participants

Enclosure:

DRAFT 6: A policy for the stewardship of Yukon’s wetlands

DRAFT 6
A policy for the stewardship of Yukon’s wetlands
August 4, 2020
Notes on this draft:
At the fourth roundtable meeting, the volunteer drafting group presented a draft policy for discussion. Based on
feedback received during those discussions, the drafting group continued to revise the draft, producing “Draft 5”—
which was circulated to partners in July 2019. The Government of Yukon is proposing this revised draft policy (“Draft 6”)
to roundtable partners, in an effort to advance conversation on policy components that remained unresolved, or
required additional detail.
Below is a summary of how the revised Draft 6 compares to Draft 5:
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

The revised policy has been reformatted and condensed to focus on policy direction. The desire for a 10 page
policy, as requested by some roundtable partners, is achieved in this draft.
Much of the introductory content is now in a supporting document, which will require additional work. The
current drafts of supporting documents can be provided upon request.
The “Indigenous context” section now introduces concepts of holism, respect and reciprocity as guidance for
this policy. These concepts were routinely brought up by our Indigenous partners during roundtable discussions.
The policy direction sections (previously “Themes”) remain consistent between the two drafts, although they
have been reorganized. The “Building Knowledge” section is now at the front end of the policy to reflect the
need to improve knowledge on wetlands as a priority.
The broad direction of the protection section remains consistent with Draft 5, but there have been substantial
revisions to increase clarity.
o Refocuses the concept of Wetlands of Special Importance as a non-binding protection approach which
can be implemented in advance of land use planning.
o Explicitly establishes that there should be no loss of wetland benefits within Wetlands of Special
importance; some activities in wetlands may be compatible with this approach.
o The criteria for Wetlands of Special Importance were revised to be more specific and measurable.
o A new section was added to guide what will be required should an activity be proposed within a listed
Wetland of Special Importance.
The broad direction within the Managing Human Impacts section remains consistent, however substantial
changes to the structure and detail have been made.
o Clarity is provided through a more explicit commitment to requiring proponents to demonstrate how
the mitigation hierarchy is applied through a wetland impacts mitigation plan or equivalent.
o Guiding principles for how the Government of Yukon will evaluate mitigative actions has been added.
o Emphasis remains on avoiding impacts to wetlands, but some loss of wetland benefits is allowable.
o The mitigation hierarchy (avoid, minimize, reclaim, offset) was largely unaltered, but:
• Reclamation is separated out and considerations added for its limitations, a preference to
reclaim wetlands of the same class allowing for some alteration, and a holistic approach to
reclamation of both the wetland and upland environments.
• Offsetting is an option only under certain circumstances.
Implementation and evaluation refined to what will be achieveable. There is a commitment to creating
additional guidance documents one the policy is in place.
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DRAFT 6
A policy for the stewardship of Yukon’s wetlands
POLICY GOAL

The Government of Yukon recognizes the importance of wetlands to ecosystems,
and benefits they provide to people. Guided by this policy and by respect for the
knowledge, culture and Rights of Yukon Indigenous Peoples, the Government of
Yukon will work to ensure the benefits of Yukon’s wetlands are sustained for all.
Specifically, through implementation of this policy the Government of Yukon will
work towards:
1. making stewardship decisions which are informed by the best available
knowledge;
2. improving our knowledge and understanding of Yukon’s wetlands;
3. identifying and protecting wetlands of special importance; and
4. sustaining wetland benefits through management of human activities.

APPLICATION

This policy applies to all wetlands in Yukon where the Government of Yukon has
decision-making authority and applies to all land uses and resource sectors.

INDIGENOUS CONTEXT

The stewardship of Yukon’s wetlands must be informed by, and consistent with
existing commitments to recognition of Indigenous Rights as articulated within:
1. Section 35 of the Constitution Act of Canada (1982);
2. existing and future land claim agreements with Yukon First Nations and
transboundary Indigenous groups; and should be consistent with
3. recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
This policy has been developed with input from Yukon First Nations and
transboundary Indigenous groups. Through this process, three concepts were
consistently brought forward by these partners:
1. The importance of taking a holistic approach that considers wetlands as
part of an interconnected system.
2. The importance of respecting the land, as well as the knowledge of all
Yukoners when making decisions.
3. The concept of reciprocity, whereby we must give back to the land when
we take from the land.
These three concepts guide this policy.

LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT

This policy must operate within, and be consistent with, existing commitments and
processes outlined in relevant land claim agreements and legislation. The legislative
context for wetlands in Yukon is complex and involves many different pieces of
legislation. For a complete list of legislation and policies that may be relevant to the
conservation of wetlands or to the management of activities impacting wetlands,
please see the supporting document.
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DEFINITIONS

[TBD, but some examples included.]
Ecological characteristics the specific biological, hydrological, chemical, physical
and environmental characteristics of a wetland, and the natural
processes resulting from these characteristics.
—

Wetland benefits the benefits that result from the specific characteristics of a
wetland and the process occurring within the wetland; including
ecological and hydrological benefits, as well as benefits to people.
—

Wetland— an area that is saturated with water long enough to promote wetland or
aquatic processes, as indicated by poorly drained soils, hydrophytic
vegetation and various kinds of biological activity which are adapted
to a wet environment (National Wetlands Working Group, 1997). This
includes both single wetland areas and wetland complexes.
Wetland class

wetlands can be divided into 5 classes based on how they are
formed, and their ecological characteristics. Yukon recognizes bog,
fen, marsh, swamp, and shallow open water wetland classes.
—

Human activity includes all types of human activity that could impact a wetland
area, including, but not limited to road development, municipal
development, resource exploration or extraction, agricultural
development, or recreation.
—

To be completed...
BUILDING KNOWLEDGE

This policy has been developed using the best available knowledge related to
Yukon’s wetlands. It is a best fit for current knowledge and current implementation
capacity; however, it must also be adaptive to new information and expanded
understanding of Yukon’s wetlands and the role they play. Additionally, the
Government of Yukon recognizes that there are gaps in our current knowledge
which may limit the scope and implementation of this policy.
Building knowledge of wetlands, and addressing current and future knowledge
gaps, will better our management regime. This includes recognizing and respecting
all sources of knowledge, including Indigenous knowledge, local knowledge, and
scientific knowledge.
The supporting documents for this policy describe a summary of current wetland
knowledge, definitions from the Canadian Wetland Classification System, why
wetlands are important, and the status of wetlands in Yukon. The following table
provides an overview of wetland functions and the benefits they provide as
foundational knowledge for this policy.

Benefits related to water
(Hydrological)

Function
Water storage and
regulation

Water temperature
regulation

Benefit
Flood and drought
resilience; support of
aquatic life; drinking
water availability
Fish and wildlife habitat,
particularly during
overwintering
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Benefits related to the
land (Ecological)

Pollutant regulation
Nutrient cycling
Erosion control
Aquatic habitat

Terrestrial habitat

Biological diversity

Benefits related to the
air
Social and cultural
benefits

Commitment

Support wetland inventory

Carbon storage and
release

Maintain water quality
Maintain water quality
Prevent shoreline erosion
Maintain regional
biodiversity, subsistence
food source
Maintain regional
biodiversity, subsistence
food source
Ecological resilience,
Traditional medicines
and foods
Influencing atmospheric
carbon and climate
change
Cultural wellbeing
Cultural wellbeing

Sense of place
A place for practicing
cultural pursuits
(hunting, fishing,
gathering)
Human use and
Social wellbeing
recognition
Natural wildfire
Public safety and
protection barrier
infrastructure protection
The Government of Yukon will seek to improve knowledge and understanding of
wetlands in Yukon through:
• Supporting a territory-wide wetland inventory and detailed inventory
where needed;
• Promoting northern wetland research, and
• Promoting public awareness of wetlands.
Understanding the wetlands in Yukon and where they are found is integral to the
success of this policy. This information serves as the foundation for determining
how to manage our impacts on wetlands.
Yukon has adopted the Canadian Wetland Classification system, which identifies
five major classes of wetlands (bog, len, marsh, swamp and shallow open water).
The Government of Yukon will continue to develop products to support common
language and methodology for wetland identification.

Wetland inventories can be created through a variety of approaches, each suited to
the level of detail required. Detailed wetland mapping is complete in a few regions
in Yukon, based on need and available data. The Government of Yukon will
continue to support detailed wetland mapping in areas of high priority and make
this information available to the public. In addition, the Government of Yukon will
work with proponents to ensure that wetland inventory within their project area is
collected using established methodologies.
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At this time, territory-wide wetland inventories exist for Yukon, but are dated, and
often do not differentiate the five classes of wetlands from one-another. There is a
need for a broad-scale inventory to support the Government of Yukon’s decisions
about protection of wetlands as well as ongoing project management decisions.
Promote northern wetland
research

Increased knowledge of northern wetland ecosystems will enhance the
Government of Yukon’s ability to steward Yukon’s wetlands. Research projects and
initiatives that will foster this objective include, but are not limited to:
• Status and natural trends to define a baseline for the status of wetlands,
•
interactions between permafrost and wetlands,
• effective strategies to reclaim wetlands and restore functions in northern
environments,
• impacts of northern wetlands on the carbon cycle,
• Impacts of a changing climate on wetlands,
• Ecological resilience of northern wetlands with a focus on determining
cumulative impact thresholds,
• status and trends of Yukon’s wetlands, and
• measurable indicators of wetland health.
In promoting northern wetland research, the Government of Yukon will ensure that
knowledge gained is shared with the general public. In a similar vein, the
government recognizes that partnership and collaboration is essential in increasing
our collective knowledge, and will continue to support local, national, and
international partnerships to increase knowledge of northern wetlands.

Promote public awareness of,
appreciation for, and
connection with Yukon’s
wetlands

Public awareness of the benefits that wetlands provide is important to ensure
activities in and around wetlands are conducted in a responsible manner. There is
also a need to encourage and support personal and corporate stewardship of
wetlands.
The Government of Yukon while work with its partners to improve wetland
education, communicate the benefits of wetlands to the public, and encourage
active participation in wetland stewardship.

PROTECTION OF WETLANDS
OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE

While all wetlands are important ecosystems, the Government of Yukon recognizes
that some wetlands, by virtue of the unique characteristics of the wetland or the
benefits derived from them, are of higher significance and may merit increased
protection.
Many of Yukon’s existing or identified protected areas include wetlands within their
boundaries. Some areas were identified for protection based in part on the
importance of their wetlands. Existing protected areas that include important
wetlands are:
• Van Tat K’atr’anahtii (Old Crow Flats) Special Management Area
• Ch’ihilii Chlk Habitat Protection Area
• Devil’s Elbow and Big Island Habitat Protection Area
• Nuna K’Ohonete Yédäk Tah’é (Horseshoe Slough) Habitat Protection Area
• tOtsäw Wetland Habitat Protection Area
• Lewes Marsh Habitat Protection Area (identified but not yet established)
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Pickhandle Lakes Habitat Protection Area
Tsãwnjuk Chu (Nordenskiold) Habitat Protection Area
lvvavik National Park
Vuntut National Park
Nisutlin River Delta National Wildlife Area
Tagish Habitat Protection Area (management planning in progress)

Existing legislation and land claim agreements have established planning processes,
such as land use and protected area planning, for identifying and protecting specific
areas within Yukon. These existing processes remain the principle pathway for
establishing wetlands as protected areas.
However, recognizing that planning processes take time, there is a need for to
address protection of wetlands considered to have special importance prior to a
formal decision about their legal protected status.
This policy outlines criteria for making a determination on the status of a wetland
as a Wetland of Special Importance, as well as the process for nominating and
listing such wetlands.
Commitment

Nomination of
Wetlands
of Special Importance

The Government of Yukon commits to achieving no loss of wetland benefits within
Wetlands of Special Importance.
Wetlands may be proposed as Wetlands of Special Importance through a variety of
mechanisms, including during land use planning, through recommendation by a
land claim mandated board or council, or directly from a government. For greater
clarity, land claim mandated boards and councils include land use planning
commissions, the Yukon Water Board, the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management
Board, the Wildlife Management Advisory Council (North Slope), and Renewable
Resources Councils. These bodies may nominate a wetland area for consideration
as a Wetland of Special Importance through their existing ability to make
recommendations to the Minister of Environment and First Nation or Indigenous
governments.
Upon receipt of a nomination, the Government of Yukon will make a decision on
listing the Wetland of Special Importance after referring the nomination to the
relevant First Nation(s) and/or transboundary Indigenous group(s).

Criteria

The following criteria will be used to assist with evaluating and making a decision
about whether a wetland is listed as a Wetland of Special Importance. If a wetland
meets more than one criteria, it will have higher consideration than a wetland
which meets only one criteria.
• It is of significant social or cultural importance, as identified by a Yukon First
Nation or transboundary Indigenous group;
• it has been identified as a Wetland of International Importance (a “Ramsar
Site”), or as a national or international Key Biodiversity Area;
• it would meet the criteria for designation as an “at risk ecosystem” under
the IUCN Red List of Ecosystems;
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

it is considered Critical Habitat for the recovery of one or more species at
risk;
it provides habitat required for the continued survival of a wildlife species
in Yukon;
it provides an important source of surface and/or groundwater for a Yukon
community;
it provides important flood control upstream of a community;
it provides critical water filtration downstream of the discharge of impacted
water from municipal, industrial or agricultural projects;
it is rare wetland that is not commonly found in Yukon;
it is an intact representative wetland in a watershed where further
alteration or loss will cross an ecological threshold; or
It contributes to protection of an ecologically representative set of
wetlands in each ecozone of Yukon.

These criteria may also inform the Government of Yukon’s approach to considering
wetlands within land use planning and protected area planning discussions.
Listing of Wetlands of

Special Importance

Following a decision to accept a nominated wetland as a Wetland of Special
Importance, the Government of Yukon will update a publicly accessible catalogue
of Wetlands of Special Importance with the new information.
The public catalogue of Wetlands of Special Importance will be created upon
implementation of this policy; however, no previously identified wetland areas will
be listed in the catalogue upon its creation. As wetlands are nominated, an
emphasis will be placed on identifying wetlands outside of existing protected areas.
Listing of a Wetland of Special Importance does not confer legal status nor does it
necessarily prohibit all development. Listing serves as a tool for identifying areas
with conservation interest during environmental assessment. Specific mitigation
measures (outlined in the following section) will be required for any activities
occurring within a Wetland of Special Importance.
Permanent protection measures may come into effect following a decision through
existing land use planning or protected area planning processes.
A Wetland of Special Importance may be removed from the list by a formal written
request from a government, or mandated board or council, and approval from all
relevant governments.

Mitigation requirements for
Wetlands of Special
Importance

Where a specific development or activity overlaps a Wetland of Special Importance,
specific mitigation actions will be required to demonstrate how the development or
activity can avoid wetland impacts and achieve No Loss of wetland benefits.
Where external socio-economic factors may necessitate impacting a Wetland of
Special Importance, avoidance, minimization and reclamation of wetlands impacts
will be required. Should those efforts be insufficient to mitigate all wetland impacts,
additional actions to offset wetland impacts may be required for the project to
proceed.
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MANAGING HUMAN IMPACTS

Managing activities that impact wetlands is essential to achieving a balance
between the benefits provided by wetlands and the potential socio-economic
benefits of a development or activity.
The guidance provided in this policy is high-level and applies to all areas of Yukon
and to all sectors and types of activities. Where specific concerns about the health
of wetlands at a local, regional, or sectoral level exist, more specific policies,
approaches, and guidance may be developed that reflect these circumstances.

Commitment

Guiding principles for
managing wetland impacts

The Government of Yukon will manage human impacts on wetlands by
implementing a mitigation hierarchy—a set of sequential and prioritized steps that
must be followed to minimize the loss and degradation of wetlands. Through this
mitigation hierarchy, project proponents will be expected to demonstrate how and
to what extent they have:
1. avoided impacting wetlands,
2. minimized unavoidable impacts,
3. reclaimed impacted wetlands, and
4. in specific circumstances, offset residual wetland impacts
The following principles will guide decisions about managing wetland impacts on a
project and context specific basis. Implementation guidance documents will provide
additional clarity on the application of these principles to activities impacting
wetlands in Yukon and how the mitigation hierarchy will apply.
• All projects should seek to minimize the loss of wetland benefits.
• Loss of wetland benefits is permissible in some circumstances.
• Cumulative wetland loss will be kept well below the ecological thresholds
for the watershed.
• Some types of wetlands warrant higher levels of protection.
• Risk increases and probability of success decreases in each successive step
of the mitigation hierarchy.
• Evaluation of proposed mitigation activities will be an iterative and adaptive
process which considers the probability of successful impact mitigation, as
well as the environmental, social, political and economic feasibility of
mitigation actions.
•
Best available information will be used to guide decisions and this may
evolve as more information is available about Yukon’s wetlands and their
reclamation.
• Mitigation requirements will be higher for those wetlands in watersheds
that already have high loss of wetland benefits (i.e., heavily impacted
areas).
• Reclamation will be required for all non-permanent wetland impacts.
• Where permanent wetland losses result from a specific activity, a higher
priority will be placed on avoidance and minimization. Offsetting wetland
losses may be required.
• Certain wetlands cannot be effectively reclaimed within a reasonable
timeframe.
• Human activities causing removal and loss of wetlands contribute to the
Yukon’s carbon emissions, and therefore reducing losses supports Yukon’s
commitment to achieving its carbon emission targets.
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For any project or activity that impacts a wetland, a wetland impacts mitigation
plan, or equivalent, will be requited. This plan will outline mitigation actions taken
to minimize impacts to wetlands in the project area, as per the mitigation hierarchy.
Mitigation actions should consider each level of the mitigation hierarchy, as
outlined in the following sections.
The wetland impacts mitigation plan, or equivalent, will form part of the
environmental and socio-economic assessment of the impacts of projects in
wetlands (i.e., through the Yukon Environmental and Socioeconomic Assessment
Board or Environmental Impact Screening Committee). Wetland impact mitigations
may be documented in existing plan requirements (e.g., Timbre Harvest Plans for
forestry), within documents supplied during environmental assessment, or within
documents required during regulatory review. Additional sectoral or regional
guidance may be developed to support the implementation of this policy.
Avoid impacting wetlands

Avoiding impacts is the preferred and most effective way to protect and conserve
wetlands. Avoidance practices are proactive measures taken to prevent adverse
effects to wetlands.
Examples of actions that can be undertaken to avoid impacts on wetlands include,
but are not limited to:
• fRe)locating the project, or parts of the project, to avoid wetland areas
• fRe)designing the project to avoid activities which impact wetlands
• Scheduling project activities to take place at a time that would avoid
wetland impacts
• Not undertaking certain activities or parts of the project

Minimize unavoidable impacts

If impacts to wetlands cannot be completely avoided, the proponent will be
responsible for demonstrating how they will further minimize their impacts to
wetlands. Minimization refers to the reduction or control of adverse effects on
wetland benefits through project modification or implementation under special
conditions. It would be practiced after all reasonable attempts to avoid impacts
have been undertaken.
Examples of actions that can be undertaken to minimize impacts on wetlands
include, but are not limited to:
• Physical controls: adapting the physical design of project infrastructure to
reduce potential impacts, e.g., culvert installation to maintain water
connectivity, sedimentation trapping structures to reduce sediment runoff,
etc.
• Operational controls: managing and regulating the activities of people
associated with the project, e.g., operational procedures and staff training
to minimize chemical or other waste release into wetlands, restricting
roadway access to minimize increased human access to wetlands,
scheduling activities to minimize impacts, etc.
• Abatement controls: reducing levels of pollution (emissions of dust,
chemicals, light, noise, etc), through reduction of sources or barriers

Reclaim impacted wetlands

Where activities result in unavoidable alteration or removal of wetlands, the
proponent will be responsible for demonstrating how and to what extent they will
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progressively reclaim these impacted wetlands throughout the life of, and at the
close of, the project. Reclamation refers to specific actions taken to recreate selfsustaining environments following disturbance, and strive, as much as possible, to
provide similar wetland benefits.
Some wetlands cannot be effectively recreated within a reasonable timeframe. For
example, wetlands that result from permafrost trapping water near the surface
cannot effectively be reclaimed once the permafrost has been degraded or
removed. Similarly, it can be challenging to recreate conditions that mimic pre
disturbance conditions in peatlands—that is wetlands that have developed
significant accumulated partially decomposed organic matter over long periods of
time.
Reclamation to the same wetland class is the preferred approach. Where this
cannot be reasonably achieved, reclamation which results in a different wetland
class may be considered. Recognizing wetlands are part of a holistic environment,
where reclamation results in conversation of wetlands class or loss of wetland
benefits, reclamation of equivalent areas of wetland and upland environments may
be considered.
Offset residual wetland
impacts

When project activities result in the permanent loss of wetlands, additional
mitigation actions to offset losses may be required. Offsetting wetland impacts can
be accomplished through restoration activities outside of the affected area, such as
enhancing previously impacted wetlands or recreating previously lost wetlands.
Offsetting can also be accomplished through supporting other initiatives, such as
research funding, to an extent considered equivalent to the lost benefits. Specific
guidance documents around wetland offsets may be developed to support
implementation of this policy.

IMPLEMENTATION AND
EVALUATION

Implementing the Wetland Policy will be a government-wide initiative led by the
Department of Environment. The Government of Yukon will work with partners
including other governments, non-governmental organizations, businesses and
academic communities to fulfill the objectives of this policy.
This policy is based on our best available knowledge through the collaborative
development of this policy; however, new information will improve our ability to
steward Yukon’s wetlands and this policy will be adaptable to respond to new
information.
This policy provides the framework for how the Government of Yukon will steward
wetlands, however, in some areas additional information must be collected to
support implementation of this policy. Where further information is required,
additional documents and guidance will be developed to support the
implementation of this policy.

Commitment

The Government of Yukon will work to:
• Develop further implementation guidance to clarify the application and use
of this policy;
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•

•

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Monitor implementation and effectiveness of this policy and adapt
objectives and actions accordingly. Report publicly on this work through the
annual State of the Environment Report through the following metrics:
o Wetlands that are designated as protected areas;
o Wetland identified as Wetlands of Special Importance;
o A summary of action taken to minimize wetland impacts, including:
• Total area of proposed projects that will affect wetlands;
• Area of wetlands where impacts are reclaimed;
• Equivalent area of wetlands where impacts are offset.
o State of Yukon’s wetland inventory;
o Measures undertaken to increase knowledge of Yukon’s wetlands.
Evaluate and report publicly on the implementation and effectiveness of
the policy within 10 years.

Technical supporting documents for the policy are under development. The
following two documents provide additional information to improve
understanding of the policy:
• DRAFT Context for wetlands in Yukon
• DRAFT Legislative context
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